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Lessons for August 23 th this Issue 


International Uniform, 8—The Macedonian Call. 
Acts 16 : 6-15. 
Whole Bible, 21.—Satan: His Work and Destiny. 
Ephesians 6 : 10-20; Revelation 28 : 1-10. 
Notes on Open Letters: 
' “A Prisoner’s’ Blessing 
Can “Born-Again” Ones Sin? 
William Jennings Bryan As His Friends Knew Him. By 
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From a Layman’s Greek Testament. By Ernest Gordon 499 


The False Christ of Christian Science. By a College 
Woman 
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which perhaps would not be brought out in news- 
paper accounts, some glimpses of his personal char- 
acter are given on page 499 in this issue. Many a 
Christian who has rejoiced in Mr. Bryan’s cour- 
ageous and sacrificial stand for the truth has been 
repeating in this hour Paul’s triumphant utterance, “I 
have fought a good fight, I have kept the faith.” 


x 
The Empty Flour Barrel and the Doxology 


infringed. But our divine rights were purchased at the 
cost of Calvary. “As many as received him to them 
gave he the right to become the sons of God.” In an 
editorial in “Christ and the Bible,” Dean Rugh of the 
Bible Institute of Pennsylvania points out some of 
the rights we have as sons of God and joint heirs with 
Christ. Because we are of full age and have attained 
our majority, we have the right as heirs to enjoy 
everything that God has given us in Christ — among 
other things, the right to know God’s will for us every 
day, and thus the right to be saved from anxiety, to 
enjoy “the peace of God,” the right to enjoy his rest, 
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What I Have Seen in My Pupils’ Eyes. 


By a Sunday 
School Teacher 


By Ernest 
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International Uniform Lesson ....... 
The Whole Bible Lesson Course ......... 


Bureau of Sunday School: Information 
Children at Home 
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OOD advertising is always news, and to be news 
it must be timely.- Have you ever noticed how 


the advertisers in The Sunday.School Times watch 
carefully the news-factor-in order to give you the 
best advertising information when you most need it ? 








God’s Warrior 
By Alice Maude Carvell_ 


N CALM majestic slumber for awhil 

God’s warrior rests from earth’s distracting dia, 
No longer shall he earnestly contend 
For God’s revealed truth, ’gainst human sin. 


Not failure, his, though scofferg deem the cause 
That he espoused a weak and futile one ; 

God’s truth so faithfully proclaimed 

Shallstand, when earth’s vain sophistry is gone, ' 


v 


The Home-Going of the Great Commoner 


It was Mr. Bryan’s intention to prepare at the 
very time he was.called Home his promised and 
announced article for The Sunday School Times on 
the Tennessee evolution trial. His response to the 
Editor’s request for an intimate, personal, detailed 
story of the trial was prompt and hearty, promising 
to write the requested article after the trtal was over. 
Mr. Bryan explained in a later letter that he could not 
promise the article for a particular date, because, as he 
said, “I cannot now foresee the demands that will 
be made upon me.” But he reiterated his intention 
to prepare this personal study of the trial after the 
trial was finished. Just as a little side-light on the 


_ supposedly “mercenary” motives in Mr. Bryan’s work 


for the Church of Christ, it may be interesting to 
many to know that in two of his letters Mr. Bryan 
particularly emphasized the fact that he would make 
no charge for the article. Of course he was assured, 
in response to his generous suggestion, that a proper 
honorarium would be sent to him, in aceordance with 
the Times’ editorial custom; but Mr. Bryan’s intention 
at this point is significant of the spirit in which he 
rendered his service for the cause. The sudden 
termination of his earthly warfare leaves the readers 
of The Sunday School Times without Mr. Bry- 
an’s study of the trial in which he was engaged. 
In no sense as a substitute for this, but simply in 
order that some facts may be made known about him 


“pursuit of happiness,” 


as saying, “to stand the stfain of present duties and all 
the tons of to-morrow’s duties and sufferings piled 
ttpon the top of them.” When Mr. Gibbud, a Chris- 
tian worker who went to be with the Lord some years 
ago, found his flour barrel empty on one occasion, 
and his wife tempted to aitxiety, he suggested that they 
have prayer about the need, and that they then sing 


anxious for nothing; but-in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known unto God.” He will meet any of us in just the 


same way. 


‘Claiming Our Rights 


Human rights have been purchased at a great cost, 
divine rights at a greater. The time has been when 
men were not allowed even to choose the place where 
they might live on the face of the earth, but they were 
deported to other lands by oligarchic fiat. The Refor- 
mation, the Magna Charta, and the Declaration of 
Independence, among other influences for freedom, 
guaranteed to men such rights as life, liberty, “the 
freedom of conscience, free 
speech, trial by jury, challenge of prejudiced jurymen. 
Men would now die to keep these rights from being 


concerned to claim our divine as our human rights? 
aa 
The Secret of Bible Interpretation 


Reason is not invariably a true interpreter of eter- 
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the Bible to be true at every point, but he had a right 
to interpret it in the way which seemed reasonable to 
him. But he did not have any such right, for the Scrip- 
ture is not of any private interpretation (2 Pet. 1: an. 
Our Lord said that when the Spirit of truth should 
come he would guide us into all truth (John 16: 13). 
He does so by illuminating our human spirit, for “the 
spirit of a man is the candle of the Lord” (Prov. 20: 
27). He is the divine Author of the.Word of God, 
and the author of course is always best &l-le to interpret 
his own writings. Paul said to the Corinthians, “We 
have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit 
which is of God; that we might understand those 
things which have been freely given us by God” (1 Cor. 
2:12). In the next verse Paul states that the Spirit is 
thus “explaining spiritual things to spiritual man” 
(Conybeare’s translation), Really, to understand truth 


man has to pay the price of being spiritual. The 


secret, therefore, of interpretation is the Interpreter. 


Memories of the Blue Cross 


IS sympathies were not at first with them,— 

these strange, enthusiastic “drinkers of water,” 

who went in bands about the villages of the 
Swiss Jura asking for signers to the pledge. When 
they came into his -parish he watched them from the 
church: gallery, in the shadow of the organ pipes. He 
was astonished at the testimonies of these ex-drunk- 
ards, and also ill at ease at the proposed attack upon 
his “personal freedom.” But, he explains, their 
leader, Lucien Rochat, was as the whale fisher of 
northern seas, who casts his harpoon at any nose ven- 
turing above the surface, The curious onlooker by 
the organ did not, indeed, “sign.” On the contrary, 
as a harpooned whale hopes to escape by disappearing 


in the depths, so he fled without even a friendly bon - 


soir to any one. But the barbed dart held. After 
discussions and delays, the engagement was finally 
taken “which brought into my life so many blessings 
and joys.” -~ 

The Blue Cross is the Continental abstinence and 
rescue organization. It is strongest in Switzerland, 
France, and Southern Germany. It reminds Ameri- 
cans of the pledge-signing campaigners of the last 
generation Gough and Francis Murphy and the 
others. Perhaps it goes deeper, relies more profoundly 
on prayer, and has had more experience of God’s 
grace. This seems to be the case with its earlier 
years, at least. Those were the “heroic” days of the 
Croix Bleue, when the crowd mocked their prayers, 
and God answered them. Alexandre Morel, the 
Nicodemus of the organ-loft, gives many instances.! 





1 Alexandre Morel, “Les Temps WHeroiques de la Croix- 
Bleue,” Attinger, Paris. 


But first let us see what manner of men these Swiss 
rescue workers were. Here is the story of Pastor 
Charles Jacottet, a fellow-student with Morel at 
Neuchatel, brilliant in personality and a poet of dis- 
tinction. “Never have I met one on earth more wholly 
consecrated to God,” writes Morel of him. 

Pastor Morel was called one day to visit a dying 
consumptive in a garret. When he reached the room 
he found him with wife and children at his bedside. 
With a rattling voice he was singing the hymn, “How 
easy is thy yoke.” 

“How can you sing with such joy in such an ex- 
tremity ?” asked the pastor. 

“It’s all due to the late M. Jacottet,” was the reply. 
“I was one of the worst soaks in town. One Sunday, 
as I was staggering down Grand Rue, he slipped his 
arm through mine and led me up to his room, saying, 
‘I see you are not well. Rest a little on my lounge.’ 
So he laid me there and went out. When I awoke, I 
was frightened to see that I was in the pastor’s cham- 
ber. I promised myself never to let that occur again. 
But next Sunday I was just as drunk. Again the 
pastor led me up to his room, and when I awoke, gave 
me a bunch of roses, the first of the season,— un- 
worthy me all stinking with brandy. That act of love 
won me. I said, ‘If a human being can love after that 
fashion, how much more the God of heaven!’” 

Then he reached to a drawer, and, taking out the 
last letter received from M. Jacottet, now yellow with 
age (for he had kept it as a bond of high denomina- 
tion), he remarked, “Do you wonder that I sing ‘His 
yoke is easy’?” \ ; 

Again, when traveling, Morel fell in with one whe 
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wore the white buiton with its blue cross. An im- 
jmediate opening for conversation ! 
| “How did you join the society?” 
“It’s all due to Pastor Jacottet. I was a member of 
'the International, hated religion, and lived in de- 
bauchery. In the bitter winter of 1882 I was taken 
with typhoid, and shivered in a great garret, aban- 
doned by my comrades. One day a gentleman in black 
came in, looked at me a moment, and then left without 
‘saying a word. A half hour later he appeared again, 
_with a quilt under his arm, which he threw on my bed 
‘and began to tuck in. Neither this time did he say 
anything, and it was only after three months that I 
learned by accident that the stranger was Pastor 
_Jacottet. He had traversed the whole town with that 
irug under his arm. Do you wonder that I was won 
for the Blue Cross? : 
“How many times has he been seen, in full winter 
‘walking the sidewalks between midnight and one 
o’clock, waiting the return of this or that drunkard 
who was/wont to beat up his wife! He hoped by in- 
'tervention to at least deaden the blows. It was in this 
way, they tell me, that he took cold and contracted the 
ichest sickness which slew him. 
| “When I saw him on his deathbed, I could not re- 
strain myself from rendering homage to this servant 
‘of Christ, who, having given his whole strength to 
his Master, was leaving us in the very flower of his 
“age.” 
} What a lovely thing a genuine conversion is! One 
does not wonder that there is joy in heaven over one 
such. The New Testament speaks rarely of the cre- 
ative work of God. The apostles were too absorbed 
in redemption to dwell, as the Psalmist does, on the 
glory of God’s handiwork. M. Morel goes over the 
list of his redeemed men as a devotee counts his 
beads. Here is Jean Samuel Montbaron, baker, to 
whom the saloon-keeper remarked when he learned of 
his pledge-taking, “You have signed off on wine. I'll 
sign off on bread. You'll not see me again in the 


bakery.” But the baker faced the boycbdtt, and at the 
end could say, “Brethren, God is faithful. He who 
waits on him shall never be confounded. I’ve ex- 


perienced that.” Virgile Gagnebin was an illiterate, 
who at thirty took lessons solely that he might read 
the Scriptures, and had his pockets enlarged so as to 
be able to carry around with him his beloved Oster- 
vald Bible. One convert signed twenty-six times be- 
fore he finally got his freedom. But at last his prayer 
was answered, and he never stumbled again. 

One day Morel was on the point of starting on some 
pastoral call, when he was suddenly stopped at the 
door of the manse by a disquieting impression. It 
seemed to urge him not to wear the hat he ordinarily 
used. To obey it, however, seemed foolishness, and 
he passed down the walk. But the impression re- 
turned, and with sucl¥ strength that he faced about, 
went into the house and exchanged his parson’s hat 
for an unaccustomed gray one. So capped he pro- 
ceeded along the country road, beside which ran a 
hedge the height of a man. 

Suddenly he was met by the most abandoned 
drinker in town, father of a large family who lived 
in wretchedness, begging pennies for his liquor. 
When he saw the minister he stopped, stupified. 

“What’s the matter?” asked the pastor. 

“T live, as you know, at the edge of the wood,” re- 
turned the drunkard. ‘Between twelve and one I was 
lounging on my table and fell asleep. I dreamed that 
I met you on the path from the factory, and you 
scolded me for my drunkenness last week. On «ewaking 
up I said, ‘I'll not take the usual path, otherwise I’ll 
run across him.’ So I went across lots to avoid you. 
As I walked along I noticed some one behind the 
hedge, but as I saw only the hat I said, ‘It’s all right. 
That’s not he.’” 

“And yet,” answered the minister, “it certainly is 
the minister’s hat.” Then he told him how he had 
been hindered from wearing his usual headgear. ‘Do 
you not see that it is God himself who has brought us 
together here in this quiet place for a talk?” So, in 
the spirit of love, he reasoned with him’ concerning 
his bad courses, 








S M came to the meetings. His life was 
changed. Soon he was one of the pillars of our sec- 
tion. His daughters became teachers in the Bible 


school, and otherwise active. 

“Some years later, I saw him one beautiful spring 
morning at the foot of the same hedge,” says Pastor 
Morel. “He was no longer S—— M the drunk- 
ard, but S—— M—— the landed proprietor. He had, 
in fact, bought the field, and was just turning his plow 
in the furrow. He had a splendid team. The larks 
were singing above our heads, and I was thanking God 
in my heart.” 

If any man is in Christ he is a new creature. Con- 
stant Grillon died a saint. But before the Blue Cross 
came to his village he was a wretched and hopeless 
alcoholist, waiting for death, despised by everybody, 
a mere ruin of a man. Then at a meeting he heard 
them tell of Jesus, Friend of sinners and Healer of 
lepers. This prayer followed from his lips: 

“Lord, I am a man of. evil, but I’ve confidence in 
you, and turn over to you my ruined body. Do with 
it what you will.” 

What a transformation followed! 





So great was his 
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thirst for truth that he would walk the whole district 
of Porrentruy to attend a meeting. “There was,” 
says Pastor Morel, “such a distinction in his whole 
being, such great moral beauty, that I never left his 
village without a benediction.” 

These converted men were out in all weathers, now 
in this village, now in that, weekday evenings as well 
as Sundays, giving their testimony to the power of 
God to break the chains and give new life. There 
were prayer-meetings in barns and in kitchens, and 
even under the forest pines. ‘God answered us be- 
cause we called upon him. He raised up the broken, 
cast out devils, raised the dead.” 

Not the least entertaining is Pastor Morel’s story 
of how the Blue Cross led to the organization of the 
Gold Cross, the Catholic temperance league. Morel 
and Abbé Fleury were chaplains in the same regiment. 
At the maneuvers they slept in the same tent, one 
with his breviary, the other with the New Testament. 
Naturally, the pastor’s passion for the souls of drunk- 
ards could not long be concealed from the curé. He 
was asked to speak to Catholic sots also. 

When the appointed time came, the curé in cassock, 
speaking half in French, half in patois, introduced his 
colleague of the regiment. “You have before you a 
devoted man. For three years he has drunk no wine, 
that he might cure drunkards of their frightful weak- 


ness. This very day I offered him a glass at my table, 
and he refused. Mr. Speaker, I yield the floor to 
you.” 


“T pictured the ravages of alcohol in the body, the 
soul, the family and society,” says Morel. 
I reached a conclusion the priest urged me to con- 
tinue. Then, after I had shown the brutalizing effect 


of alcohol on drunkards, he broke out with, ‘I could 
give a list of such in this hall! 
lecturer !’ 

“IT proved figures in hand that Switzerland, after 
Saxony and Denmark, had the most suicides. 

“‘Five have hung themselves lately in this town, 


Proceed, Monsieur 


“Each time | 
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all because of drink! 
ejaculated the curé, 

“As the fireman of a locomotive shovels the fuel 
under the boiler to make it go, the curé of Courroux 
made me go, and I went. At the last, however, I felt 
a certain embarrassment. 

“*My friends,’ I said, ‘after picturing the evil, the 
time has come to tell of the remedy. The Blue Cross 
is a religious work. We believe in the need of divine 
help for the redemption of the drunkard. Now you 
are Catholics, I a Protestant pastor at Moutier. I do 
not know just how to proceed without offending you.’ 

““Ta, ta, ta,’ cried the curé, ‘say what wou wish.’ 

“And I said it all. I spoke with great liberty of the 
power of deliverance which God has given in Christ.” 

When the lecture was ended, M. Morel went home 
with the curé and the president of the parish council. 
A bottle of wine was ordered, “Now it’s all over let’s 
drink a glass,” said the curé. “He did not understand,” 
comments M. Morel, “which did not hinder that, un- 
der the white curtain of the soft bed which in his 
large hospitality the curé of Courroux offered me, I 
=— God for what had happened with all my 

eart.” 

A genuine temperance movement followed in the 
Catholic villages, which, however, the Bishop of St. 
Gall later discouraged, fearing too intimate contacts 
of his people with evangelical Christians. 

M. Morel’s Blue Cross activities extended to the 
Foreign Legion in Algeria, and he has striking stories 
of the power of the Gospel over these most reckless 
and dissolute men. For the French Foreign Legion 
is the last resort of the men of Europe before suicide. 
Into it swarm the failures, the criminals, the desperate 
of all nations. And even here he who saves to the 
uttermost has plucked his trophies from the fire. 

This little book of Alexandre Morel takes its place 
in the archives of the Kingdom. There are other 
things in Switzerland to praise God for beside the 
Matterhorn and the Engadine. 


Procéed, Monsieur lecturer !’ 





A Prisoner’s Blessing 


It will be remembered by many Sunday School 
Times readers that on Saturday, June 6, Mrs. W. F. 
Barnum, teacher of the Radio Class of Station 
WBAP, Star-Telegram, Fort Worth, Texas, dedicated 
to The Sunday School Times the broadcast of the 
International Sunday School Lesson for Sunday, 
June 7. The announcement of this “Sunday School 
Times night” appeared in The Sunday School Times 
of May 23, 1925. 

Across the continent, in Represa, California, was 
one who was not permitted to “listen-in” to the Sun- 
day-school lesson on June 6, but he read the announce- 
ment of the “Sunday School Times night,” and be- 
cause of it the cry of a hungry heart has gone out to 
Mrs. Barnum. 

His letter is here given in full in order that those 


who may feel so led, may pray for this young man,- 


and that they may likewise stand together that the 
Lord may continue to richly bless the consecrated 
work of Mrs. Barnum in her broadcasting ministry: 


Dear Mrs. Barnum: 

Just a line from one who is shv‘-in, away from God’s 
outside world of goodness, all because I was too weak to 
overcome the insistent temptations that were thrown 
my way. 

Having been a constant reader of The Sunday School 
Times, I noticed in the issue of May 23 the good, noble 
work you are doing in broadcasting lessons of the Bible, 
and also your invitation to write to you. 

To make matters clear to you, I am at the present 
time confined here in prison. “Oh,” you might say, 
“why does he write to me?” True as it may be, we 
have abundance of religious services here every Sunday, 
but these services are always conducted by men. 
Therefore there is that one long-felt desire that comes to 
every living soul, the desire to have some motherly as 
well as spiritual, good, old-fashioned, heart-to-heart talks. 

Through the courtesy of Dr. Kelly, whose fine arti- 
cles I have just finished reading, I have passed many 
a happy though lonely hour. But I would appreciate 
hearing from some one like yourself, who could help me 
to look forward on leaving here, some day, tc a better, 
cleaner life. 

Having only my foster mother to write to me, and 
she living on the east coast, also as she is advancing 
in years, almost sixty-eight, poor soul, it takes much 
effort for Her to drop me a few lines, and, as there is 
no one else I know, I will say that sometimes it gets 
pretty lonesome in a place of this kind. If you 
should desire to write to one of my kind, I will state 
that I will not only be pleased to tell you more of my- 
self, but that your correspondence will always be 
treated in the most respectful manner I know, as well as 
deeply appreciated by me. 

So, trusting and praying I may receive some word from 
you in return, I will close by saving “May God bless 
you” in your noble work. 


In sending the above letter to The Sunday School 
Times, Mrs. Barnum writes: 








The enclosed letter is self-explanatory, and I wanted 
you to share it. It quite repays us for any effort on 
our part. Although the young man did not hear the 
broadcast, he had written ahead of time — “a constant 
reader of The Sunday School Tignes” —a member of the 
Times household —to give us his ‘‘May God bless you.” 


a“ 
Can “Born-Again” Ones Sin? 


I have just read Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas’ leaflet, 
“Must Christians Sin?” in which he discusses the 
believer’s relation to sin according to 1 John. 

He says: “Perhaps he (John, in 1 John 2:1) did not 
like to use the word “we” in this last connection, though 
the reference to the Christian is perfectly clear; and 
‘If any man sin’ shows that even a saint may sin.” 
This seems to me to be the plain teaching of God’s 
Word, but I find difficulty in understanding 1 John 
3:9 in the light of this interpretation. Am I to un- 
derstand that if I, a believer, sin, it is proof that I 
have not been born again? 


The Scofield Reference Bible throws light on 1 John 
3:9. In the marginal reference the word “commit” 
is shown to mean “practise” in this and other verses 
in 1 John 3, so that with this rendering 1 John 3:9 
would read: 

“Whosoever is born of God doth not practise sin; 
for his seed remaineth in him.” 

As Dr. Griffith Thomas so clearly points out in the 
leaflet “Must Christians Sin?”.(The Bible Institute 
Colportage Association, Chicago, 6 cents a dozen), the 
child of God may sin at any time, as 1 John 2:11 
clearly shows, but he may not continue to practise sin. 

A. Plummer, D.D., in the Cambridge Bible, says 
with regard to this verse, “The opposition between 
‘doing sin’ and ‘doing righteousness’ must be carefully 
marked. This strong statement is exactly parallel to 
verse 6, and is to be understood in a similar sense. 
It is literally true of the divine nature imparted to 
the believer. That does not sin and cannot sin.” 
However, by a voluntary act of the will, the believer 
may permit the old nature to assert itself at any time. 
Hence the necessity of living in moment by moment 
dependence upon the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul ex- 
pressed this thought when he said, “I die daily,” that 
is, “my old nature dies daily” (1 Cor. 15:31), and 
again, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I 
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” 


we 
7 
The Sunday School Times’ books perpetuate the 
weekly message. Your bookseller will be glad to 


show them to you, or a catalogue will be sent on 
request, 





























Lesson for August 23 
Acts 16 : 6-15 
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William Jennings Bryan As His Friends Knew Him 


His frank honesty, straight-forward simplicity, and sympathetic tenderness 





’ By Philip E. Howard 














national Sunday School Convention of 1922, in 

Kansas City, Dr. William T. Ellis and I were 
having breakfast with Mr. Bryan in the dining car of 
an eastward bound train. On the evening before he 
had spoken to an audience of about fifteen thousand in 
the great convention hall, and had swayed them at will 
by his transparent sincerity and moving eloquence. 

He had been very busy in the convention, but in the 
early morning, after only a few hours of sleep on the 
train, he seemed as keen and vigorous as a man half 
his age. There was no look of weariness about him, 
nor any talk of weariness. His mind was ranging 
ahead to the next point in his journeyings, and we 
were talking of his labors. 

In the course of the conversation, which touched 
upon evolution, I happened to use the word “hypoth- 
esis.” Mr. Bryan smiled a little apologetically as he 
remarked, “Now there is a word that I don’t like to 
use in an address. Instead of it I usually say ‘guess.’ 
In long experience on the platform I have learned that 
it is necessary to use very simple language in order to 
have a popular audience understand what you mean 
when you are speaking. Comparatively few people 
know what ‘hypothesis’ means. Everybody knows what 
‘guess’ means.” 

It’.was only a casual comment during a breakfast 
table conversation, but I felt that Mr. Bryan had dis- 
closed all unconsciously one of the reasons why a cer- 
tain part of the public has assumed a superior attitude 
toward him. He might have attained a reputation for 
scholarship if he had used words the meaning of which 
he knew perfectly well, but which few would understand. 
As some one has said about psychology, “It is some- 
thing that everybody knows about set forth in words 
that nobody understands.” This simplicity, which was 
not only natural to Mr. Bryan, but thoroughly culti- 
vated by him, was one of the secrets of his power with 
popular audiences. He intentionally spoke the lan- 
guage that-most of us could understand, even though 
he did so at the cost of permitting the intellectuals to 
suppose that he knew no other language. 

When Mr. Bryan did not have his fighting clothes 
en, he was not an attractive mark for the cartoonist. 
To converse with him was to come into contact with a 
spirit chastened by the discipline of unceasing warfare 
for the right as God gave him to see the right in great 
moral issues, and.rendered most gentle and sympathetic 
by many contributing causes, perhaps the most beau- 
tiful of which was his loving personal care of his in- 
valid wife. In moments of confidence he. would some- 
times tell of this relationship which had become so 
precious to him that his long and frequent journeyings 
were always undertaken with no little reluctance, al- 
though with a deep sense of mission, because he 
counted the hours with Mrs. Bryan in which he waited 
upon her for every need,as the most precious of his 
day and night. Whenever he revealed his feelings 
thus in private conversation, his heavily lined, battle- 
scarred countenance showed forth nothing less than a 
womanly tenderness,— an aspect of Mr. Bryan’s char- 
acter which the public seldom saw as they looked up 
to him on the platform, unless he were speaking with 
broken voice of the power and the love of his Lord.— 


A Square and Sensitive Fighter 


No more frank and honest and absolutely square 
fighter ever waged warfare on the American platform 
than Mr. Bryan. In the great battle in the Presby- 
terian General Assembly at Indianapolis in 1923, Mr. 
Bryan was the outstanding figure among the elders 
of the Church in maintaining the standards of the old 
faith, and in the effort to eliminate from the schools 
and colleges of the Church the anti-scriptural teaching 
of evolution as a proved theory. During the most in- 
tense hours of debate Mr. Bryan never lost his balance 
or his temper, never indulged in ungenerous personali- 
ties, and never fired a shot from any weapon hidden 
where his opponent could not see it. But he was by 
no means cold steel, for any one who knows anything 
about the lines of the human face would know at once 
that Mr. Bryan was an intensely sensitive man, fighter 
though -he was, and fortified by a determination which 
sometimes became sheer stubbornness. No one who 
heard him will ever forget the occasion when one of 
the speakers, during a debate, referred with dramatic 
irony to the fact that Mr. Bryan “might be mistaken 
now, for he had been mistaken before.” 

This ungenerous fling brought Mr. Bryan to his 
feet. Then, with his wonderful voice vibrating more 
intensely than at any time during the debate, and his 
face showing the sense of outrage under which he was 
laboring, he declared that he would not permit his 
political record to be brought into the occasion, and he 
challenged the speaker to produce before the Assembly 
a record of leadership in national reform movements 
such as those.in which Mr.- Bryan had engaged: with 


O: THE morning after the close of the Inter- 


eminent results in favor of the right. A tense silence 
prevailed in the hall while Mr. Bryan wjth deep feel- 
ing, defended his position, and then came a great out- 
burst of applause in expression of the normal sense 
of justice that leaps to the support of a man who is 
unfairly attacked. 

In November, 1923, when Mr. Bryan was in Phila- 
delphia to deliver two addresses in defense of the old 
faith and the old Book, Mr. Trumbull, the Editor of 
The Sunday School Times, was conferring with him 
about a series of articles which Mr. Trumbull asked 
him to write for this paper. The series was published 
in the late winter and spring of 1924, and afterward 
in book form by Fleming H. Revell Co. under the title 
of “Seven Questions in Dispute,”2 Of the occasion 
Mr. Trumbull writes: “Just before the afternoon 
meeting Mr. Bryan was talking with Dr. MacLennan, 
the pastor of Bethany Presbyterian Church, and sev- 
eral of us, in the pastor’s study, about that great 
Christian layman, John Wanamaker, whose portrait 
faced us in that room, ‘Mr. Wanamaker once paid 
me the greatest compliment I think I have ever received 
in my life,’ said Mr. Bryan, ‘It was in 1916, when 
the Republican party was trying to decide what man 
to nominate for President. Mr. Wanamaker came 
to me one day and said: “Mr. Bryan, I want you 
to tell me who you believe is the best man the Repub- 
lican party has for the nomination for President.” 

“«*That is a strange question for you to ask of a 
Democrat, Mr. Wanamaker,” I answered with a smile. 

“**But I really want your opinion,’ answered Mr. 
Wanamaker. 

“«“T believe that Charles E. Hughes is the strongest 
man the Republicans have,” I told him.’ 

“That was the year Mr. Hughes was nominated. 
And some of us who were listening could not but com- 
ment on the utterly unusual confidence that these two 
Christian layman of opposite political parties had in 
each other, as this remarkable conversation passed be- 
tween them.” 

Mr. Wanamaker, with his keen judgment of men, 
knew Mr. Bryan’s absolute fairness, and evidently be- 
lieved that it was worth while to ask his judgment. 


His Thoughtful Care and Courtesy 


During the course of the preparation of the 
series that Mr. Bryan wrote much correspondence 
passed between the Edif~r and the writer of the 
articles. Mr. Bryan was prompt, thorough, and always 
ready to give consideration to any suggestion. He was 
deeply interested in the themes that Mr. Trumbull had 
suggested to him. Little side-lights on Mr. Bryan’s 
views and ways appear in this correspondence. For 
example, when sending in his article on the virgin birth, 
he wrote, “I hope you will be pleased with the article 
on the virgin birth. I think it is the most important 
of the series. I have used one argument which is new, 
I think. It occurred to me in a rather spirited conver- 
sation I had with Dr. Clark of The Advance. It is 
that a man who can cordially fellowship with one who 
denies the virgin birth of Christ raises suspicion as to 
whether he himself really believes it. How can he be 
indifferent to such a rejection if he himself appreciates 
the difference between, man and God?” 

Again, on December 20, 1923, Mr. Bryan wrote: 
“Your letter at hand. You are giving very wide pub- 
licity to my articles. I hope that the returns will be 
sufficient to justify the expenditure you are making. I 
am so cautious myself that I would not risk so much.” 
Then, in the same letter, Mr. Bryan added this para- 
graph, which illustrates the care that he exercised in 
his writing to avoid needless offense to those with 
whom he was engaged in discussion: “I used a phrase 
in one of my articles—I am not sure which it was,— 
that I desire to have changed. The phrase is ‘the 
highbrows.’ [f think I used that, and I would like to 
have it stricken out, and some less offensive term em- 
ployed, such as ‘Liberals,’ or ‘Modernists.’? Here is 
a touch of restraint that might well have its lessons 
for some of those who had ransacked the language for 
epithets with which to revile Mr. Bryan. It is just 
another example of his intent to be fair and to use no 
weapons that are under the ban of right-minded men. 

In another letter of a little later date he wrote from 
his Florida home: “Here is the sixth article, the one 
on Miracles. I hope you will like it. Ever since I 
began to discuss religion I have dealt with the miracle, 
and my plan has been to shame the skeptic out of the 
inconsistency of ignoring every mystery, and balking 
at mysteries in religion.” 

One had no difficulty in ascertaining Mr. Bryan’s 
position, or ‘his line of march from that position. He 
took straightforward and fair ways of meeting his 
antagonists, and he would use no other. Mr. Bryan 
evidently had prepared to meet at Dayton a most vio- 


tThis book may be obtained from The Sunday School 
Times Company, price $1:25. 





lent attack on his positions, but on the plane of minds 
that are at least familiar with recent discussion of 
Biblical material as related to the claims of science. 
His state of mind during the so-called cross-examina- 
tion at Dayton must have been something like that of 
the British at Ypres when they caught their first inti- 
mation of poison gas. 

In his Preface to the book “Seven Questions in Dis- 
pute,” Mr. Bryan gave utterance to words by which he 
may well be remembered. Indeed, it was his own 
thought that the challenging question with which he 
a the Preface would be a true title for the book 
itself. 

“It is time for the spiritual forces of the nation and 
the world to unite in opposing the teaching of evolu- 
tion, not as an unproven hypothesis, but as if it were an 
established fact; all who give a spiritual interpretation 
to life are vitally interested in combatting materialistic 
influences and in defending belief in God, the founda- 
tion of all religious faith. The future of the race is at 
stake. All Christians, of every sect and denomination, 
should unite in defense of the Bible as the inspired and 
infallible Word of God, and in defense of the Bible’s 
Christ, Saviour as well as Example and Teacher. 

“As Modernism attacks all that is vital in the Chris- 
tian religion, the real issue presented is: Shall Chris- 
tianity remain Christian ?” 

And it was in answer to that question that William 
Jennings Bryan gave his life. 

PHILADELPHIA. 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















In the last days of perilous times shall come (2 

Lim. 2h). 

‘tr word for perilous is chalepoi, or ferocious. 

It is used of the demoniacs of the Gergesene coun- 
try (Matt. 8:28), possessed wW'-h devils, “exceeding 
fierce, so that no man might pass by that way.” In 
Romans 29 to 32 Paul describes the traits of civilized 
men at the beginning of the Gentile age: “Filled with 
all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covet- 
ousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, 
deceit, malignity; whisperers, backbiters, haters of 
God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, 
disobedient to parents, without understanding, cov- 
enant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, 
unmerciful.” In the third chapter of Second Timothy 
the society of the end of the Gentile age is portrayed 
in a similar category : “Lovers of their own selves, cov- 
etous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, 
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, de- 
spisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, high- 
minded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God; 
having a form of godliness, but denying the power 
theréof.” 

In the two categories of wicked hearts of the classical 
and modern world there is no opportunity for any 
theory of moral evolution. 

The men of the last times are described as aspondoi, 
trucebreakers, as the Authorized Version has it, or, 
literally, unwilling to make treaties. What a mark of 
our present political order! Treaties are but scraps of 
paper. Brest-Litovsk and Versailles, — agreements 
impossibly extravagant and tacitly made to be broken. 
The nations are aspondoi, unable to make durable 
treaties because of mutual distrust. The League of 
Nations is still-born, a millennial dream, which, how- 
ever much we approve and long for, seems to have no 
place in the ferocious times of the closing Gentile age, 
of the ton nun aiona — the present age (2 Tim. 4:10). 


Casting down imaginations, and every high thing 
that exalteth itself against ... God (2 Cor. 10:5). 
OGISMOS is rather reasonings than imaginations. 
It appears in our English word syllogisms. It 
refers to the systems of thought which rise up against 
Christian truth, flourish for a time, sink back, and 
recede into the background of human consciousness 
and perhaps disappear altogether —critical theories, 
ethical theories, metaphysical theories, systems that 
have their day and cease to be. 
_New Hampton, N. H. 


How may we know temptation, and how may we 
best meet it successfully? Answers will be found in 
Mr. Howard’s valuable little book, “Temptation” 
(The Sunday School Times Co., Philadelphia, 75 cts.). 
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This third article in the unusual series,‘‘The Testimony of a Former Christian Scientist,’’ deals with Satan’s 
persistent effort, through this unparalleled deception, Christian Science, to discredit the vicarious sacrifice of the 


Lord Jesus Christ. 


Should you have friends and acquaintances who have been attracted by this false religion, 


and yet have not realized how completely Christian Science, although claiming to be based upon the Bible, denies 
the blood atonement and many other fundamental truths of the Bible, you may wish to share this testimony with 


them, in the hope that it may help them to see their peril. 


The Ten Weeks ‘* Get-Acquainted’’ subscriptions, at 


25 cents each, enables you to distribute this series among as many as you choose. Such subscriptions should men- 
tion the ‘‘ Christian Science Series,’’ and should be forwarded to The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


did not die for man’s sins, but that he saves 
man from his sins by showing him the way to 
righteousness, not by dying as a ransom for him. 

“The material blood of Jesus was no more efficacious 
to cleanse from sin when it was shed upon the ‘ac- 
cursed tree’ than when it was flowing in his veins as he 
went dajly about his Father’s business” (“Science and 
Health,” p. 25). . 

“One sacrifice, however great, is insufficient to pay 
the debt of sin... That God’s wrath should be vented 
upon His beloved Son, is divinely unnatural. Such 
a theory is man-made” (“S. and H.,” p. 23). 

“The efficacy of the crucifixion lay in the practical 
affection and goodness it demonstrated for mankind” 
("S.. and: B.,” pi. 28). ’ 

“Jesus taught the way of Life by demonstration” 
(“S. aad Bi” 0.28). P t 
~ “Jesus spares us not one individual experience... 
His mission was to reveal the Science of celestial be- 
ing, to prove what God is and what He does for man. 

He proved by his deeds that Christian Science 
destroys sin, sickness, and death” (“S. and HL,” p. 26). 

“Religious history repeats Teself in the suffering of 
the just for the unjust” (“S. and H.,” p. ; 

“History is full of records of suffering, ‘The blood 
¢ the martyrs is the seed of the Church’” (“S. and 

»” DP. 37). 

“The let Christ, his spiritual selfhood, never 
suffered. Jesus mapped out the path for others. He 
unveiled the Christ, the spiritual idea of divine Love” 
("S. and Ei,” og. 38). 

“He overcame the world, the flesh, and all error, 
thus proving their nothingness. He wrought a full 
salvation from sin, sickness, and death” (“S. and H.,” 


(Cita noe ae Science teaches that Jesus Christ 


‘ 


: 2), 

P en bore our sins in his body. He knew the mor- 
tal errors which constitute the material body, and could 
destroy these errors; but at the time when Jesus felt 
our infirmities, he had not conquered all the beliefs of 
the flesh or his sense of material life, nor had he risen 
to. his final demonstration of spiritual power” (“S. 
and H,” p. 53). 


At-one-ment Substituted for the Atonement 


Christian Science declares that it accepts the atone- 
ment of Jesus, but explains it in a way entirely dif- 
ferent from the Bible doctrine, It is called the at-one- 
ment of man and God. 

“Jesus of Nazareth taught and demonstrated man’s 
oneness with the Father” (“S. and H.,” p. 18). | 

“Jesus aided in reconciling man to God by giving 
man a truer sense of Love... and this truer sense of 
Love redeems man from the law of matter, sin, and 
death by the law of Spirit, ... the law of divine Love” 
c"S. and: Hf 16): 

“Tesus was the way-shower between God and Man” 
(“S. and H.,” p. 30). . : 

This is what is meant by “spiritualizing” the words 
of the Bible. In a very subtle way the true meaning 
is entirely perverted. These passages may sound very 
plausible only to one who has not been studying his 
Bible much recently. But let us turn now to the Bible 
and see what its teaching is. 

“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on 
him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he 
was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is 
brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep be- 
fore her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his 
‘mouth . . . and he bear the sin of many, and made 
intercession for the transgressors” (Isa, 53:6, 7, 12). 

“For God so loved the world, that hé gave his only 

begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life’ (John 3: 16). 
' “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins” (1 John 4:10). 

“Without shedding of blood is no remission” (Heb. 


: 22). 

“For he hath made him to be Sin for us, who knew 
no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21). 

“Who his own self bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live 
unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed” 
(x Pet. 2:24). 

“We are sanctified through the offering of the body 


of Jesus Christ once for all” (Heb. 10:10). 

“Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God 
by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation” (Rev. 5:9). . 


,, These are they which came out of great tribula- 


tion, and have washed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb” (Rev. 7:14). 

“To him give all the prophets witness, that through 
his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive re- 
mission of sins” (Acts 10: 43). 

“He that believeth on him is not condemned: but 
he that believeth not is condemned already, because 
he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God” (John 3:18). 

“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: 
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life, 
but the wrath of God abideth on him” (John 3: 36). 

“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there 
is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

“Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, -shall 
he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot 
the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the 
covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, 
and hath-done despite unto the Spirit of grace?” (Heb. 
10: 29). 

In addition to Jesus’ own words quoted above from 
the book of John, his testimony in regard to his own 
mission is given in the following: 

“Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many” (Matt. 20:28). 

“For this is my blood of the new testament, which 
- — for many for the remission of sins” (Matt. 
26:28). 

“If ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your 
sins” (John 8:24). 

Every sacrifice under the Mosaic law and ritual was 
the prophecy of the death of Christ on the cross. 
They were types of the shedding of Jesus’ blood for 
the ransom of man, Revelation 13:8 speaks of “the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” This 
is explained in Hebrews, chapters 9 and 10. In fact, 
the whole Book of Hebrews is full of sacrificial atone- 
ment. Read it through in one sitting in order to get 
its great message. Those who claim that Jesus is 
merely a good man, must remember that he himself 
says that he came to give his life a ransom for many. 
If therefore his death on the cross does not redeem 
from sin, he is an imposter, and therefore not even a 
good man. 

Christian Science leaves out of its selected readings 
all passages about Jesus’ death as the only means of 
salvation. It cannot accept the sacrificial atonement 
for sin because it denies the reality of sin and there- 
fore denies the fall of man and denies also that God 
knows anything about sin, sickness, and death. 

Christian Science says that the perfect spiritual man 
is the only man that exists. Its idea of the spiritual 
man is just the opposite of that of the Bible, 


A Parallel with Evolution 


Christian Science holds that God has created all men 
perfect spiritual beings and that the true spiritual 
man never fell from that state, and that in proportion 
as ignorance about spiritual being is replaced with the 
truth about it, the true spiritual man is unfolded in 
consciousness as the result and manifested in ex- 
~~ as more harmonious in both conduct and 

ealth. 

But the Bible teaches that man is not spiritual un- 
til after the new birth. Jesus said, “Ye must be born 
again” in order to enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

The weakest point in Christian Science philosophy is 
the fact that it has never been able-to explain the 
origin of sin or of the idea of sin or of this mortal 
man who seems to sin, if the real man has always been 
a‘ perfect spiritual being. Mrs. Eddy says sin never 
had any origin because it never existed, which explains 
nothing of course, and is merely an evasion. 

“Sin, sickness, and death are comprised in human 
material belief and belong not to the divine Mind. 
They are without a real origin or existence” (“S. and 
H.,” p. 287:1; see also “S. and H.,” p. 281: 20-26). 

“Sin exists only as a sense. Destroy this sense of 
sin and sin disappears” (“Unity of Good,” by Mrs. 
Eddy, p. 62: 14). : 

But God considered that sin was so real that he 
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sent his only begotten Son down to earth to die for 
sinful man and to purchase eternal life for him (John 
3:16). Read what the Bible says about sin. 

“By one man sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that 
all have sinned” (Rom, 5:12). 

“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God” (Rom, 3: 23). 

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our- 
selves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we 
have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word 
is not in us” (1 John 1: 8-10). 

_ “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God 
3 tag life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom, 

+ 23). 

Jesus’ vicarious atonement may be said to be the 
central. point of the whole Bible as the sole basis for 
the redemption of mankind. 

The teaching of Christian Science is the doctrine 
of salvation by character, which is flatly contradicted 
by the foregoing Bible passages. The truth is that 
man cannot save himself, He has proved that too 
many times. It is undoubtedly true that, through 
Christian Science healing and services, many have be- 
come interested in the idea of reflecting the Christian 
virtues which Jesus taught and practised, and many 
have learned to manifest more love, patience, and un- 
selfishness than they ever did before. Naturally they 
feel that Christian Science must be the true religion 
because it seems to have helped them to become bet- 
ter men and women. That is another subtle element 
of its deception. For all moral righteousness that is 
dependent upon human efforts alone is as nothing in 
the sight of God. When one once receives the least 
vision of God’s standard of perfection and purity, he 
realizes that all that he can accomplish of himself in 
this way is as nothing. 


The Insufficiency of Human Righteousness 


The sense of human righteousness is deceptive. Hue 
man standards of goodness at best are the result of 
limited finite intelligence. When man has been pol- 
luted by sin,—and “all have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God,’—nothing but the miracle of 
Jesus’ sacrifice is sufficient to atone for it, and so to 
purify him that he may be fit to enter the presence of 
God. Until we can see that the best that man can do 
will still fall far short of God’s standard of perfection 
in his heaven, and until we can pray as the publican 
did in greatest humility, “God be merciful to me a 
sinner,” we do not see our need of the atoning work 
of Christ for us. We must plead Jesus’ righteousness 
to cover our failings, 

Christian Scientists plead their own hoped-for pere 
fection, a delusion of the imagination. We cannot re- 
arrange a plan of salvation to suit our own finite rea- 
son. God’s plan is fully described in the Bible. The 
vicarious atonement is there stated so many times and 
so very strongly that it cannot be ignored. There is 
no ee way of regeneration except God’s way (John 
3:18, 36; 14:6). 

The Bible states that the order is, first, salvation, 
and second, good works as the result; while Chris- 
tian Science reverses this order, and teaches that good 
_ come first and that salvation follows as the re- 
sult. 

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of 
works, lest any man should boast” (Eph. 2:8, 9). 

Nearly all Christian Scientists deny all belief in the 
literal second coming of Christ as a person, but be- 
lieve that Christ has already come for the second time 
impersonally in_the revelation of Christian Science, 
although Mrs, Eddy does not expressly state this fact. 
She does, however, say in speaking of the Eucharist, 
“If a friend be with us, why need we memorials of 
that friend?” (“S, and H.,” p. 34). , 

But listen to the unmistakable language of the Bible 
on this subject. In Acts 1:11, as Jesus ascended, two 
angels suddenly appeared to the disciples and said: 

“Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven.” 

Note also, 

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God” (1 Thess. 4: 16). 

“Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall 
see him” (Rev. 1:7). : 

“And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount 
of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east... 
and the Lord my shall come, and all the saints 
with thee” (Zech. 14:4, 5). . ; 

“Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his 
saints, To execute judgment upon all” (Jude 14, 15). 

But most striking of all is Jesus’ own description of 
his second coming. Read the Twenty-fourth Chapter 
of Matthew. 

we ~__ 


What are the principles back of prevailing prayer? 
What is the secret of power in prayer? Henry W. 
Frost gives us the answer in his studies of. Old 
Testament saints in “Men Who Prayed” (The 
way School Times Co., Philadelphia, $1.50, post- 
paid). 
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Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I always read your column in The 
Sunday School Times with much interest. I am seventeen 
years old and have been a Christian for five years, but 
there~is one thing which I cannot seem to conquer and 
which makes me very unhappy at times. It is jealousy. 
I love my Sunday-school teacher very dearly and she knows 
it, but sometimes she pays lots of attention to the other 
girls and doesn’t seem to notice me at all. It does not 
make me angry like it used to, but it hurts me very much 
and makes me perfectly miserable. I have tried so hard 
to conquer it and have prayed about it, but when I think 
I have conquered it, the next minute it crops out again. 
Will I ever be able to conquer it fully, or will I have to 
fight is forever and ever? I do so want to know, and I 
feel sure that you can hey—A PERPLEXED CHRISTIAN. 


Y DEAR GIRL: I am rejoicing that there is no 

such thing with the Lord as defeat! That you 
need not be bound down by any influence of Satan, 
I am delighted to tell you! 

All these monsters that come from our enemy can 
only be killed and made useless by God! You can 
so wait upon God that your trouble will be vanished! 
I would work with the Lord in this, if I were you, 
and would do everything in my power to show my 
determination to overcome this. I would always give 
every other member of the class the seat nearest the 
teacher; take the one farthest away; when tempted 
to show an ugly feeling, turn and smile and show 
love by some action of kindness, and never pout! Be 
Strong, and be above the pettiness that would ruin 
your life! If you do not conquer it in His name, it 
will grow on you, and you will make yourself “per- 
fectly miserable. 

Now there is one place where victory is offered you, 
without nioney and without price! That is at the 
footstool of God! You must make a full surrender 
of yourself and all your affections to him, and when 
you do, my child, there will be no question about God 
helping you. He will take it all away, and give you 
the power to look right in the face of your enemy 
and enjoy the delight the teacher takes in every one 
else, and it will have the effect of making you so 
much more lovely, that you will bring honor to your 
Lord and Saviour. 

Several times in these columns I have called atten- 
tion to the little leaflet called “The Life That Wins,” 
by Mr. Trumbull. I hope you will send to The Sun- 
day School Times and get a few of them (20 cents 
a dozen, 2 cents_each). It will be a help to you in 
your effort to let Christ be your Victory. God is no 
respecter of persons, and what he does for one he will 
do for another. So you can come boldly to the one 
who will give fiberally, according to James 1:5 in 
the Bible. 

Remember all sin eats! Sin is like a cancer, eating 
at the life of your happiness, and you must get rid 
of it, and live so near the Lord that it will “have no 
dominion” over you. Sin cannot remain where God 
is, so throw yourself wholly on him! 


Why the Priest Trembled 
By W. C. Townsend 


TYELIX trembled.” 

Last Sunday a 
Felix trembled before 
sengers of Christ than Paul. 

The students in our Indian Bible Institute go out 
over week-ends by twos and twos to evangelize. Last 
week our two Quiche workers, Jose Elias and Jose 
Morales, walked the twenty-four miles to Santa Ca- 
tarina Ixtahuacan, a primitive town where the Indians 
reign in much of their pre-Spanish independence. 
After visiting two friendly officials, they began to 
evangelize in thie public square which was filled with 
people who had come in from nearby villages for Sun- 
day market. Soon a mob of Indians swarmed around 
them and began to threaten them in many ways. The 
preachers stood their ground. Had they wavered for 
one minute they would probably have been beaten and 
driven out of town. But they met every dart of the 
enemy with the Word of God, and with the same 
weapon delivered many telling thrusts. 

The tumult was taking place at the door of the 
convent which fronts on the square. The priest who 
had been listening at the window now came out and 
told the mob to either escort the workers out of town 
or else throw them into jail. Jose Elias (the only 
one of the two who can talk Spanish) turned on the 
black-robed representative of Rome, and asked him 
what kind of a Christian he might be to preach hate 


man almost as powerful as 
two much more lowly mes- 
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to his parishioners that way. Before a sermon on 
love as Christ taught it, the priest took refuge inside 
the convent. 

The Indians were puzzled at the courage of Christ’s 
messengers. They knew that they could do whatever 
they wished with the intruders with but little danger 
of being punished by the nearest national authorities 
who were miles away and mortally afraid of the In- 
dian town. Other invaders of their mountain fast- 
nesses had been killed with less provocation than this 
pair who in spite of all threats persisted in preaching 
this new religion. The priest is considered the “father” 
of the town, and his word carries more weight than 
that of the national authorities. Some one suggested 
that the men be taken before him for judgment. They 
were straightway dragged within the convent. 

The priest was standing with his mistress at the door 
of the dining-room. Jose Elias immediately took the 
situation in hand by proffering him a Testament and 
asking him to read the false teachings which he claimed 
that it contained. The priest refused. Then Jose said, 
“Well, [’'ll read if you do not care to.” After reading 
some precious passages of Scripture and explaining 
them, Jose asked the priest if he believed in one God. 
“Why, of course,” said the priest. “Then why do you 
teach the people to worship Santa Catarina?” Jose 
replied, 

The priest was cornered. Should he deny the charge 
he would enrage the people, for they think more of 
the image of Santa Catarina which they believe fell 
down from Heaven, than of the pope and all the Ro- 
man Catholic clergy. Should he admit it, he knew that 
Jose would come back at him with the Bible. He be- 
came as meek as a lamb and listened as though he had 
never heard the Gospel before. Jose, point by point, 
showed him the Way of Salvation and how he was 
keeping the people from _the truth. a 

Miracle of miracles! This well-educated man with 
a mob at his command before two ignorant Indians 
began to tremble from head to foot. He fumbled 
around for his cigarettes, but Jose went relentlessly on. 
The workers knew the Word of God, but the priest 
did not, and he found himself helpless before it. Per- 
haps conviction of sin came over him. May it so 
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have been! Confused and troubled he weakly told 
the men fo go and never to return. But Jose quoted 
Mark 16:15, and said that they would obey Christ 
rather than him. 

“All right,” said the priest, “you may go. You are 
at liberty.” 

“Our liberty is of God,” Jose replied. Then in the 
Indian language he directed a few final words to the 
crowd and withdrew. You can imagine how aston- 
ished the people were and as they followed the two 
barefooted apostles out they must have realized the 
divine source of the preachers’ power, 


PANAJACHEL, GUATEMALA. 
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Love and Zeal 
By Howard A. Kelly, M.D., LL.D. 


RUE love ever dwells with zeal as her boon com- 

panion, and as love grows, so also zeal grows 
apace, while love inspires and directs zeal in all her 
ways. ‘ 

Zeal not mated with love develops evil passions and 
bigotry, and becomes love’s enemy. 

True love refreshes herself by daily visits to her 
Beloved, and reads and re-reads His letters to her. 
The Word of God is the earthly garden where the 
Loved One has His trysting place and awaits the com- 
ing of His beloved; thither she continually hastens, 
ant there she loves to tarry in sweet converse with 

im. 

And so it comes that true love daily goes about 
her tasks with a song to the Beloved springing out 
of her heart like a fountain in a beautiful shady grove, 
and carrying its melody and its life-giving blessings 
wherever it flows. 

. Brethren, the time is short; let us cultivate love and 
adopt her ways as we ever seek to know the Beloved 
better. And so let love with zeal her handmaid have 
her perfect fruitage in our lives, that we may not be 
ashamed before Him at His coming. 

BALTIMORE. 








What I Have Seen 


A spiritual slump and how 
the restoration came 








in My Pupils’ Eyes 
By a Sunday School Teacher | 
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Nothing is so catching in a class of girls as the feeling of dissatisfaction and unrest thatg. :ompanies a misund 


standing between two of its leaders. 
to the seat of the trouble. 





But this Sunday-shool teacher had a heaven-born intuition as to how to get 
She tells about it in this fourth article in the series ‘‘ What I Have Seen in My 


Pupils’ Eyes.’’ Would you have done as she did under the same circumstances ? 


THAT sweet singer, Samuel Longfellow, once spoke 
of the little joyful surprises with which God 
blesses our lives: “The unsought word of encourage- 
ment or expression of sympathy, the sentence that 
meant for us more than the writer or speaker thought.” 
To be such messengers is one of the common experi- 
ences of teachers of adult classes. This is but natu- 
ral, as the teaching of the Bible presents the most 
fruitful of fields for such opportunities. 

Such an instance occurred one Sabbath when the lesson 
was upon one of the grand old prophets of Israel, and 
his unequivocal insistence upon righteousness and obe- 
dience to God. The teacher had noted the marked, 
almost breathless interest of Ada, and was not sur- 
Prised to see her wait after class until they were alone. 
With tears of humility filling her blue eyes, she said, 

Do you know that every word of that lesson hit 
me? Dr. {the pastor] called on me this week 
in regard to my joining the church. He said he thought 
I ought to change my Sunday amusement habits first, 
and I was so indignant. I felt I was just as good as 
the other girls, and I know many church people who 
go to Sunday concerts. But I see that it is the duty 
of God’s ambassadors to speak the truth even if it 
hurts to be reproved, and I intend to obey.” And she 
did, and joined the church the next communion. 

But this story is about a spiritual slump that once 
hit the class. Its personnel was constantly changing 
through its many weddings and removals. Sometimes 
it dwindled to a mere handful, but always it presently 
renewed itself. To-day there remain but two of the 
original group, and problems which were settled for 
those girls have reappeared many times with new ones. 
This time a vague spirit of unrest and dissatisfaction 
seemed to be abroad in the class. One of the girls, 
who was the Christian Endeavor president, felt that 
she was not properly supported and so she had re- 
signed. The president arid the chairman of the impor- 
tant work committee fell out. Two other chairmen 
resigned. The president at the time was a little black- 
eyed girl, Dorothy, and one day when she was hav- 
ing lunch downtown with the teacher she poured out 
her troubles. There was quite a bagful, but the 
heaviest of them all was this work committee chair- 
man, Edith. The two girls were just of a size, one 
black-eyed and the other blue, both popular and full of 
un, and just as unhappy as fractious girls can get. 
With all her indignation, Dorothy’s chin quivered. 





“I am just as sick and tired of human beings as I can 
be,” she said. Her measure of woe was complete. 
On the other hand, Edith, with her pert little chin in 
the air, averred that she “never could understand Dor- 
othy, and just couldn’t work with her.” 

The balm that finally salved all these wounds was 
another lesson, a lesson that would bring an instant 
response from Christians (but how does one reach 
girls who are not?). It was a lesson on “Rejoice, be- 
cause your names are written in heaven.” What as- 
surance of present guidance through all one’s multi- 
ple activities, business and home and social, what ex- 
quisite peace about the future here and hereafter, are 
bound up in those words. Then the concluding corol- 
lary: “Wherefore present your ies a living sacri- 
fice, which is your reasonable service.” No one who 
could have seen that rim of eyes could have doubted 
that the lesson was opportune, or that the Word of 
_ was nourishing the tempted spirits of those 
girls. 

After it was over the first to come was Katherine, 
the Christian Endeavor president. She spoke hesitat- 
ingly and a little diffidently. “I believe,” she said, 
“that I will carry on.” And she did, nobly, for two 
more years. One of the chairmen reconsidered hes 
resignation on the spot, and the other did so within 
the week. But the sweetest fruit of all was the sight 
that met the teacher’s eyes as she emerged from the 
classroom. Over among the disordered chairs of the 
main school stood Dorothy and Edith, their arms about 
each other’s waists, laughing into each other’s eyes, 
every vestige of misunderstanding gone. The teacher 
slipped hurriedly by, fearful of intruding or spoiling 
their entire unselfconsciousness. 

Once more the fine spirit of the class had returned; a 
sense of deep gratitude to God filled her heart as through 
her mind there passed in review the hundred-odd girls 
she had had during seven years. Some were on home 
mission fields, two had married ministers, one was in 
Africa. They lived in all parts of the Union. At one 
time she had had representatives from five universities 
Sitting side by side with the wife of a milk-wagon 
driver, who could scarcely read English. Teachers 
and stenographers, private s‘cretaries and dressmakers, 
trained nurses and musicia..s; yet to each one the 
Word of God had brought to her soul the reality of 
Jesus Christ as the very Bread of Life. 


(To be continued) 
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By Ernest Gordon 








EAPING the Whirlwind.—The Bolshevist rulers 

of Russia are trying to displace with: pictures 

of Lenine the ikons, which one sees at every 
turn in city and country. This squat Tartar face, 
with its high cheekbones and cynical leer, is to have 
the place of honor and reverence before the candle in 
the million household shrines of Russia, if the Marx- 
ists can dragoon the common people into making the 
change. “Holy Corners,” dedicated to Lenine, have 
already been set up in many factories. 

Meanwhile the moral breakdown of the Marxian 
Utopia shows itself mare appalling than ever. Ben- 
jamin Vallotton quotes in Foi et Vie the words of 
a young Russian teacher, Swiss-trained. “My country 
has known terrible days, days of blood, of violence, 
of famine, but I often ask if the worst is not to come. 
Alas, what have they done with the youth!” Then 
she describes in detail the state of innumerable little 
Russians, driven from the villages by privations, wan- 
dering about, thieving, growing up vicious and cynical, 
degraded by the schools where, under the pretext of 
liberty and emancipation they are deprived of dis- 
cipline and ordained to moral decomposition. “What 
will become of Russia and even of Europe when these 
millions of children, for they number millions, moral 
and physical perverts, have grown to manhood and 
womanhood ?” . 

The Nation and the New Republic and the Chris- 
tian Century, and John Haynes Holmes and Ford 
Hall Forum, with all the other deluders and deluded 
who praise the Bolshevist régime, cannot down this 
testimony with cries of “propaganda.” Lunarcharsky, 
commissioner of education, describes the state of the 
children as “the most terrible ulcer on the Soviet 
Union’s body, poisoning the entire current of life. 
There are in Russia hundreds of thousands of vagrant 
children, some degraded into a state of semi-savagery, 
some bordering on idiocy, while others have had their 
wits so sharpened and excited by collision with life 
that they have become dangerous enemies of society.” 


The State of Florida is at present full of specu- 
lators and promoters reaping golden harvests. Mr. 
and Mrs. Irving Bond, of Englewood, Fla., have been 
traveling about the state for five years seeking to give 
rather than to get. “Our work is of the humblest 
sort,” writes Mr. Bond, “such as is avoided by others. 
We go from house to house with our organ, hymn- 
books, and Bible, holding short Gospel services wher- 
ever possible. There are practically no churches 
where we go. We have preached to many audiences 
of only one soul, as well as to churches and schools 
which were well filled; also at times in tourist camps. 

“We find sin abounding, and often sickness and 
great want. We meet with folks from all over the 
United States, many discouraged and in deep despair. 
Some of these folk once belonged to churches, but 
have strayed from the fold and need to be led back 
to God. The work is strenuous and heartbreaking, 
and we frequently come back from a trip utterly ex- 
hausted. We meet many married folks who are sep~ 
arated, and many girls of twelve or fifteen who are 
mothers, —- wayward children. Also grown-ups who 
cannot read or write, and lawless and desperate char- 
acters. Often our lives are threatened. We believe 
we are the only ones doing this thankless and unpaid 
work.” ‘ 

And Earthquakes in Divers Places.—These re- 
peated upheavels are a serious reminder of the pre- 
cariousness of the human tenure of this planet. The 
mighty ruin which has followed the great Japanese 
earthquake is gradually becoming more apparent 
throughout the whole Pacific area. The Tuscarora 
deep off the coast of Japan, the bottom of which was 
formerly reached with a line five miles long cannot 
now be plumbed with one -six and a half miles long. 
Strange new currents are reported from all parts of 
the Pacific. In fact, the whole ocean will have to 
be recharted because of the general dislocation conse- 
quent on the earthquake. Arctic ice-floes now run far 
south of their former range. New shoals and bars 
appear everywhere, new channels, new rocks emerg- 
ing. There has been, naturally, a great increase of 
wrecks both on the American and Asiatic coasts. 

Now comes the news from Santa Barbara. It is 
like another tocsin. These repeated and terrible ex- 
plosions, — San Francisco, Messina, Martinique, Kansu, 
Tokyo, Santa Barbara, constitute an almost apocalyp- 
tic warning. “There shall be earthquakes,” said our 
Lord when: forecasting the end. Certainly similar 
gigantic upheavals—in Asia Minor and Italy —ac- 
companied the close of the Jewish dispensation and 
the destruction of Jerusalem. 


Contemporary Christian Biography.—There are 
those who would narrow God’s choice of men to those 
privileged with the formal education of the schools. 


If they should have their way, how many saints and 
apostles would be lost to the church. John H. Weeks, 
a great missionary on the Congo, recently passed to 
his reward. Born and bred in Camberwell, a region 
of mean London streets, he left school when but nine 
years of age. At fifteen, however, he was converted. 
By twenty-one he had gone through various stages, 
—house-builder, decorator, Sunday-school teacher, 
open-air preacher, student at Spurgeon’s College, reach- 
ing, with his entrance into manhood, his mission field 
on the Congo. This was in 1882. On the Congo, he 
was house-builder, teacher, leader in industrial and 
agricultural work and education, and translator. In 
1890, he established the station at Monsembe, on the 
Upper Congo, in the midst of a cannibal people, re- 
ducing the language to writing, and producing all the 
literature which has yet appeared in that tongue. Here 
he became internationally known, for it was from 
Monsembe that he reported the red rubber atrocities, 
especially the Yaingali massacre of 117 persons. His 
medical skill was greatly prized by the natives, im- 
provised though it was. He published important studies 
in African folk-lore, and sent important collections 
of African fishes to European museums. In fact 
three fishes which he classified were named after him. 
When his health broke down, he was as much in 
demand as lecturer before scientific societies as 
preacher in the home churches, Yet his formal educa- 
tion ended at nine! 

The Rev. Seth Joshua is the subject of a recent 
notice in the British Weekly. He, too, was of the un- 
privileged class. Yet we are told that thousands of 





New Ecclesiastical Myths 


The oecumenical council which will open 
in Rome in 1926 will not only make the 
Assumption of Mary (that is, her alleged 
miraculous ascension to heaven) a dogma of 
the church but also the assumption of Joseph. 
This, at least, is the natural conclusion, from 
the fact that pamphlets, circulated among 
pilgrims at Rome and bearing the personal 
commendation of the Pope, contain the fol- 
lowing passages: 


“Is it not right and proper that the whole 
Holy Family should be united in heaven in 
order to enjoy personal intercourse with one 

“another? There are no relics of Joseph and 
Mary though both are well-deserving of 
them. This is a strong indication (i. e., that 
they left earth miraculously). Is there any 
victor who, on the day of his triumph, 
would not wish his father to triumph with 
him? Would jesus feel otherwise toward 
his foster-father? As obedient son, Jesus 
supported his father with the sweat of his 
body. Must not then the body of Joseph, 
which was nourished by the sweat of a God, 
have in it the germ of indestructibility ?”’ 














converts thank God that he and his brother were 
called to preach the Gospel. He borrowed the Quaker 
meeting-house at Neath, in Wales, for his first meet- 
ings, and the women converts scrubbed it clean at the 
close, so great had been the crowds. Later he became 
the evangelist of the Welsh National Free Church 
Council. He insisted on preaching in halls rather 
than in churches, and results vindicated him. A man 
of giant size, he revelled before his conversion in box- 
ing. One Saturday afternoon he was pitching his tent 
on Cardiff East Moors, when he was accosted by a 
burly fellow, somewhat intoxicated. 

“I say, guvnor, are you putting up a boxing booth?” 

“Yes,” was the reply. 

“When is the first contest?” 

“To-morrow at eleven.” 

“T say, guvnor, you'll have the chapel-people after 
you for this. Who do you box with?” 

“With Beelzebub.” 

“Terrible name, but I'll back you, guvnor.” 
; “Come here at eleven o’clock, and see what we can 
do.” 
The man came and was Seth Joshua’s first convert: 
Clearly he was a man of humor. When a business 
man sent him money for the poor, he wound up his 
letter of thanks with, “Well, you have sent more lug- 
gage in advance.” 


nator 
orem 





_The Catholic Party in the English Church have 
hitherto contended, first, last, and all the time, that 
they were “English Catholics,” and have repudiated the 
charge of being pioneers of Rome. But the House 
of Clergy some months ago seriously discussed giving 
the Feast of the Assumption (of the Virgin), that 
most distinctive of Roman Catholic feasts, a place 
among the English church days. The resolution was 
moved by Dr. Darwell Stone, and strongly supported 
though not actually adopted. Even more significant 
was the passage of the resolution in favor of observ- 
ing Corpus Christi Day, though under another name. 
This day commemorates the vision of Sister Juliana, 
m 1215, accrediting the dogma of transubstantiation. 
The festival itself was formally instituted by Pope 
Urban IV, in 1264, in recognition of the miraculous 
flow of blood from the host at mass, in Bolsena, Italy. 

Our Lord told his disciples to beware of the leaven 
both of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees. While 
Modernists, the true Sadducees of our time, are assid- 
uously working to transform the Christian Church 
in the: direction of skepticism, the party of rite and 
superstition have long been “boring in” on the other 
side, until they have reached the point where they are 
emboldened to lay aside disguises. 


But Rather Rejoice Because Your Names Are 
Written in ‘“Who’s Who.”—A Unitarian editor has 
discovered the presence of some eight hundred Uni- 
tarians in “Who’s Who,” the red handbook of emi- 
nence, and sees in this fact a proof of the vitality of 
his church. \ 

To whom much is. given much will be required. 
There are bankers, capitalists, manufacturers in the 
jist, Unitarianism is said to be the wealthiest denomi- 
nation according to size. Yet recent statistics of the 
Greater Boston Federation of Churches place the 
Unitarian churches of the area at the bottom of the 
list in the ratio of benevolence to church expenses,— 
at the bottom in aggregate contributions, at the bottom 
in per capita gifts. The per capita contributions of 
Greater Boston Unitarians is but half that of the 
Baptists and Methodists, though these bodies are in- 
comparably poorer. 

_ There are many physicians and professors of medi- 
cine in Dt, Dieffenbach’s list. Have these Unitarian 
scientists lifted a finger to give modern medicine to 
backward lands? Is there a single Unitarian hospital 
or Unitarian medical mission in Asia, Africa, South 
America, the Indies, East or West? There is not. 

A multitude of educators appear in the list. Has 
Unitarianism pioneered education? Not as a dénomi- 
nation. There is no Unitarian Board of Education 
such as one finds in all Christian churches. While 
New England Congregationalism put a college in every 
Western state, covered the South with colleges and 
schools for the blacks, pioneered education in Japan, 
China, India, Turkey, and Africa, Unitarianism as 
a_ church has founded no such institutions. Individual 
Unitarians established Clark University, Washington 
University, Radcliff College, Reed College. Antioch 
was taken from the Disciples. 

Has Unitarianism left a rich institutional life in 
Boston where it was so wealthy and dominant during 
all of the last century? There is very little under 
its name and care,—the Union on Boyleston Street, 
the Children’s Mission, the Norfolk Center, the North 
End Union —hardly more. Unitarians reply that they 
have contributed largely to the general institutional 
life of the city,—its hospitals, organized charities, 
and the like. This is no doubt true. 

But one wonders if the endowments contributed by 
them to these institutions in the ninetenth century 
equalled the value of the churches, church endowments, 
and college which they carried with them out of Puri- 
tanism, and which evangelical Congregationalism was 
obliged to replace. P 


The Lutheran Inner Mission.—The Lutheran 
churches in America are continually growing more 
powerful, but in the nineteenth century they were 
immigrant churches with no resources comparable to 
those of Boston Unitarianism. In 1849, Dr. W. A. 
Passavant organized the first Protestant order of dea- 
conesses, at the same time opening his orphanage. 
From Pittsburgh, where he began his ministry, the 
work gradually widened into the West until it rep- 
résented an investment of more than a million dol- 
lars all of which he personally raised. It was appro- 
priate, therefore, that the last conference of the Luth- 
eran Inner Mission should convene in Dr. Passavant’s 
old church in Pittsburgh. Two hundred workers reg- 
istered, representing seventy-eight institutions and so- 
cieties. They were able to report that the United 


Lutheran Church in America expended, last year, a 
million dollars in its Inner Mission activities alone, 
and that other Lutheran bodies were equally lavish; 
that Lutheran hospitals in the United States have an 
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Lesson for August 23 
Acts 16 : 6-15 


estimated property value of eleven millions and an 
annual expense of four millions; that Lutheran Inner 
Mission institutions have before them an immediate 
building program, which calls for one and a half mil- 
lions. One is delighted with one of the conference 
resolutions. It might well be written on the flyleaf 
of “Who’s Who.” . 

“Whereas there is indisputable evidence that mere 
intelligence, education, opportunity for progress and 
wealth are no adequate means for safeguarding our 
nation’s liberty, life, and pursuit of happiness, and 

“Whereas the Gospel of Jesus Christ with its call to 
repentance and faith is the only cure for sin which is 


‘the source of all evil, 


“Resolved that this Innér Mission Conference urge 
all organizations here represented to include in their 
program direct efforts for this most difficult task of 
reaching also the ungodly of the privileged classes of 
society who, because of. their far-reaching influence, 
are becoming a serious menace to our national honor 
and life.” 


The Japan Bible League, of which Paul Kanamori 
is chairman, has issued a statement which reads: “Why 
has the evangelization of Japan been so slow? Be- 
cause the faith of the church has not been fixed on 
a sure foundation. We believe that the whole Bible 
is the Word of God. When we look at the present 
state of the church in Japan and consider its future, 
we cannot be silent. In order to repel heresy and 
worldliness in the church and thoroughly and unitedly 
to preach the pure Gospel, we organize this League. 
Its object is to spread Bible faith, and as soon as 
possible to evangelize Japan and prepare for the sec- 
ond coming of Christ.” ‘ 

A similar statement of the Union des Chrétiens 
Evangéliques, drawn up at Montauban, in this year, 
declares the time ripe for constituting in the General 
Unign of Evangelical Christians, distinct and autono- 
mous groups of Christians in the different denomina- 
tions. It describes the principles of historic Chris- 
tianity as more and more threatened. “Words are 
gradually losing their exact meaning and doctrines 
their importance. Under the cover of a vague mysti- 
cism, a fusion of the French Protestant churches is 
preparing, which is in reality confusion, which will 
bring a deadly enfeeblement to them an@ their ultimate 
death, to the great advantage of Catholicism and of 
Free Thought. - : 

“In the face of this danger we raise our voice to 
proclaim our attachment to the evangelical doctrines 
professed by the apostles, the reformers and in the 
Declaration of Faith of the Synod of 1872.” 


A Conference for the Higher Life in Nyasaland. 
The Rev. Andrew C. Murray writes of his visit to the 
Boer missions in Nyasaland as follows: 


“It was a great joy and privilege to visit the mission 
field where we began the work thirty-five years ago, 
and which, for health reasons, we had to leave in 
1900. Since then great progress has been made. 
There are now twelve main stations, with almost sixty 
European missionaries, and over 700 outstations, with 
1,500 evangelists and teachers. Of the 800,000 in that 
land, 8,000, or one in every hundred, are Christians 
in full church membership. Almost the same number 
are in the classes preparing for baptism, while nearly 
50,000 children and adults are in the mission schools, 
gh the main daily"lesson is instruction from God’s 

ord. 

“It is an indescribable experience to find hundreds 
of men and women whom we personally knew years 
ago as degraded heathen,—drunkards, polygamists, 
thieves delighting in raiding and robbery, spirit-wor- 
shipers, slaves of degrading superstitions, —now 
sitting at the feet of the Lord Jesus; and more than 
that, — evangelists, elders, and leaders in Christian 
service. 

“The cream of the native Christians are the twenty 
‘Senior Evangelists, who, after one or more years’ 
training, are to be ordained as pastors to their own 
people. They have proved themselves men of ability 
and spiritual power, and are doing a splendid work 
as assistant pastors or traveling evangelists. 

“The great object of our visit was to seek, by a 
series of conferences, to lead our native Christians 
into a deeper and more victorious life. For that pur- 
pose we held twelve conferences, attended in all by 
14,000 Christians, catechumens, and seekers. We 
spoke on cleansing from sin, the carnal and spiritual 
life, indwelling of Christ, absolute surrender, death 
to self, and the fulness of the Spirit. We had to 


marvel at the way in which these recent converts- 


from heathenism were able to appropriate these truths 
and enter into a new and deeper experience.” 


Mission Incidents.—Mr. and Mrs. Hutton of the 
China Inland Mission, in making the long journey 
from Szechuan down the Yangtze lately, preached 
daily on the steamer. Many came to their cabin for 
further instruction, among them a heathen priestess, 
also members of the crew, so eager to learn that they 
would talk past midnight. Seven expressed their de- 
termination to become Christians, and when the mis- 
sionaries left the steamer, members of the crew came 
to them, saying, “Teacher, whenever you are traveling 
up or down this river, do travel on our boat, and-teach 
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us more.” These men, because of their hours and 
short stay in port, have little opportunity for in- 
struction. 

The Rev. George Warren, missionary in Hunan, 
who has recently baptized seven hundred of General 
Feng’s men and officers, told in a London meeting how 
Feng before his conversion heard a sermon on the 
strange text, “Love your enemies.” He had in his 
pocket the revolver with which he intended to shoot 
his own brother, who had angered him. The effect 
of this sermon was that on returning home he wrote 
the brother a letter of apology, enclosing a present of 
a hundred dollars, : 

Mrs. Chao, a recent Chinese convert, told the China 
Inland. missionary that it was the peace she saw on the 
face of one of the mission school girls as she lay 
dying that made her long to trust in the One who 
alone can give it. y 

Miss Miller, of Laichowfu, writes of a woman in 
her church, Mrs. Kao, whose life before her conver- 
sion was exceedingly wicked. Shortly after she 
turned to Christ her husband deserted her, leaving her 
to shift for herself anl her child. She determined to 
find him and lead him to Christ. When at last she 
got on his traces, she discovered him living with ar- 
other woman. ..He was in bad health, and soon after- 
ward died, but before he died, although she never 





American Paganism 





“The ungodly of the privileged classes” 
ate friends of moral nuisances in America 
as well as in Russia. Mr. Herbert Welch, 
President of the Indian Rights Association, 
protests against the artists and anthropolo- 
gists who, because of their interest in the 
picturesque or in folklore, would prevent the 
suppression of the revolting rites and dances 
and cults of the Indians of the Southwest. 
They do this in the name of religious lib- 
erty as they defend Bolshevist Russia in the 
name of economic liberty. The abomina- 
tions, that for thousands of years have made 
the names of Sodom and Gomorrah infam- 
ous, are taught and practised as a religious 
rite among the Indians. “The pagan party 
in some of the pueblos,” he tells us, “have 
obtained permission from the Secretary of 
the Interior to withdraw children from a 
government school for eighteen months to 
instruct them, so that they may be educated 
as priests in this old, and as it seems to some 
of our ‘scientific friends,’ ‘beautiful re- 
ligion.’”’ 


The heathen party in the pueblos have 
been carrying on systematic persecution of 
Christian and progressive Indians, destroy- 
ing their crops, breaking their fences 
and violently assaulting them. They find 
their backing in the story-writers, archeolo- 
gists, aftists and lovers of “color.” Ap- 
peal should be made to Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs Burke, Washington, D. C., 
for the suppression of this protected wick- 
edness, and for the defence of those Indians 
who will not bend to these practises. 











lived with him again as his wife, she led him to the 
Saviour, and cared for him when he was helpless. 

Miss Miller describes Mrs. Kao’s saintly life. 
She tithes her income and then gives, is instant in 
prayer and active in church work, and is tender of 
conscience. If she has any trouble, she begins to 
search her own heart, to see if there is not some sin in 
her life for which she might need chastening. ~ Thus, 
some one stole all her clothing recently. “I didn’t 
grieve much about the clothes,” she said, “until last 
night, as I was searching my own heart to see if I 
was harboring any sin, I remembered how I had 
wronged that good woman in Tsingchowfu. I. am 
all broken up over it, and have come to ask you to 
write for her forgiveness for me.” 

“I wrote the letter,” says Miss Miller, “and she 
went out laughing through her tears, saying, ‘I am 
happy now. My heart is ten parts at peace, for I 
know she will forgive me, and the Heavenly Father 
has already forgiven me.” 


More of God’s Grace on the Mission Field.—Mrs. 
Maxwell, of the Sudan United Mission, tells of a 
woman who came to the Donga station for treatment 
for ther deformed and diseased hands. There she 
became a zealous Christian. “Her hands were all 
bandaged up and more or less inefficient, so she would 
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go out with Gayi, another patient who was almost 
blind but with usable hands. Gayi could not see, but 
he could hold the pictures up, while Nayiga, who 
could see but couldn’t hold the pictures, did the ex- 
plaining and preaching.” 

Another missionary, at Bambur in the same mission, 
writes of a church dedication: “We were especially 
glad to have present the chiefs of Belassa and 
Kwonchi, as well as our own chief. These three com- 
munities are age-long enemies. It was interesting to 
look over the audience and pick out man after man 
who carried battle scars acquired in one or other of 
these places; others whose fathers or brothers had 
been killed by followers of one of these chiefs, Yet 
here we all sat down together in the first Wurkum 
church.” 

This is from West Africa: “I have just now this 
afternoon come from dressing one of the most terrible 
wounds I have seen. A boy of sixteen fell from a 
tall tree five weeks ago, and smashed his arm. 
Through careless native handling the arm rotted, and 
the boy in his torture had to cut the remainder off 
himself, and then walk thirteen days, till he came here 
exhausted. I overheard him say just now, ‘I have 
been driven from village to village by people, my own 
countrymen, who said they could not stand the hor- 
rible smell of my arm, but these servants of God hava 
taken me in and washed me, and never said I smelt.’” 

Mr. W. J. Platt writes of a Christian woman of 
French Dahomey, who, when she asked for baptism, 
was falsely accused before the authorities by her hus- 
band of unfaithfulness. She was publicly flogged and 
pepper thrown in her eyes. “Our people,” he con- 
tinues, “are wonderful, enduring every persecution with 
the charity of real followers of the Cross. We stand 
humbled when we see what the Holy Spirit has done 
in so short a time in the hearts of real fetish ‘bush- 
men.’ Their entire mentality is changed. In two of 
our churches the members were so persecuted that 
for a time they lost faith and fled to the bush, only, 
however, to reassemble later, and proclaim their 
loyalty to God and readiness to face hardship and 
death, if necessary.” 


Brief Notes from Abroad.—Two Swiss mission- 
aries, M. and Mme. Jacot, have recently passed to 
the heart of the Sudan to take the Gospel to the tribes 
about Lake Chad ... Mr. Oldrieve of the Mission to 
Lepers has recently visited Mr. Ghandi, the Indian 
nationalist, in the hope of interesting him in leper 
relief work. In vain. This pet and idol of our Amer- 
ican intelligentzia describes hospitals as “institutions 
for propagating sin,” and declares the medical pro- 
fession “injurious to mankind.” So far does he carry 
his prejudices against the we itern world. ... A new 
brick church has just been dedicated at Ibanda, 
a place lying between Lakes Victoria Nyanza and Ed- 
ward, which has been built at the expense of a Chris- 
tian woman, the only government chieftainess in the 
Protectorate. She has in her day been the means of 
the conversion of five hundred women, and wields an 
immense influence for Christian living. ... It is a 
strange irony of history that Mt. Scopus, on which 
the new Jewish University has been founded, was the 
very point from which Titus directed the siege of the 
city at its destruction, and hardly less ironical is the 
fact that gala dinner, which took place on the evening 
of the dedication of the university, was given in the 
building of the Russian embassy. Titus and the Ro- 
man empire are gone; so too the Romanoffs and the 
Russian empire, but Israel remains. . . . It was an- 
nounced at the conclusion of a meeting in San 
Lorenzo, Porto Rico, where 174 persons confessed 
Christ, that a thousand converts have been registered 
in the evangelistic meetings held by Mr. and Mrs. 
F, J. Petersein the last three months. Teachers and 
lawyers, and in fact people of all social ranks, have 
answered the call to repentance and faith. A temper- 
ance movement has followed in the wake of the re- 
vival. ... Italian Protestants have founded a Unione 
di Barrea (Berean League) to stir up their members 
to memorize Scripture. They say, “Our old evangel- 
icals were able to quote no end of verses and passages 
of Scripture. We are not so well furnished. This 
weakness must be rectified.” they have issued a 
book of Scripture selections (Appunti sui Passi Biblici, 
ber il 1925), and each member pledges himself to 
memorize a passage weekly fifty-two times in the 
year. . . . The Swedish Church Mission loaned to 
the Leipzig Mission the sum of two and a half million 
gold crowns, during the war, for the carrying on of 
German work abroad. The understanding was that 
this large sum should be repaid, but the Swedish so- 
ciety has recently cancelled the entire debt... . Kes- 
wick Conferences have been held in Lagos, West 
Africa, since 1913, when an African clergyman, re- 
turning from the English conference, organized the 
first West African one. The attendance at these 
conferences is very large and deeply interested. The 
Rev, F. W. Ainly, rector of Uffington, Lincolnshire, 
a Keswick speaker, goes to Lagos this summer as 
missioner, “to speak of full salvation from the guilt 
and power and penalty and pollution of sin, through 
faith in Jesus Christ. We may, by faith, leap into 
~ and light and liberty, and then continue ever in 
them. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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LESSON 8 AUGUST 23. THE MACEDONIAN CALL 
International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 16 : 6-15 
Golden Text.—Come over into Macedonia, and help us.—Acts 16: 9 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 


Foreword 


WO references to contemporaneous history in 
this lesson attest Luke’s accuracy as a historian 
—the statement that Philippi was a Roman col- 
ony, and that Lydia was a purple-seller of Thyatira. 


The Historical Setting 


The Spirit has permitted Paul and Silas to finish 
evangelizing the section visited on the first missionary 
journey. They may evangelize in Phrygia and Galatia 
(vs. 6, 7), but not in Asia (the Roman province con- 
sisting of Mysia, Lydia, and Caria), and they may not 
go into Bithynia. The pen of Luke has been re- 
strained by the inspiring Spirit as well as the footsteps 
of Paul, Silas, and Timothy by the guiding Spirit. 
But now a new beginning is being made as a new 
continent is entered with the Gospel, and the flying pen 
of Luke slows down to record details. Four hundred 
years before Paul’s arrival at Troas a vast army of 
900,000 men under Xerxes was assembled at the Helles- 
pont, near where the apostolic company now is. Its 
influence, however, on the destiny of Europe was nil, 
it has been observed, while “the vessel that carried 
Paul from Asia to Europe carried the seed of a new 
civilization arid life, carried the Gospel and Christ, 
and to-day Europe.and our far Western America, of 
which Paul never dreamed, acknowledge the apostle 


Jas one: of their most beneficent benefactors and the 


world’s greatest heroes. Christianity is a silent force, 
but it changes the hearts and lives of men.” 


The Expository Meaning 


Verse 9.—A vision appeared to Paul in the night 
. a@ man of Macedonia. Inferentially the “suffer- 


ings not” of the Spirit had been through the raising . 


of barriers and-ebstacles—events; now direct guid- 
ance is given through a vision which seemed necessary 
to induce an Oriental to cross over to an Occidental 
land. There has been much speculation as to the iden- 
tity of the man of Macedonia. Alford says the vision 
was “an. unreal apparition, designed to convey a prac- 
tical meaning.” One commentator quotes Grotius as 
suggesting that he was the guardian angel of Mace- 
donia, contrasting with the evil spirit prince who pre- 
sided over the destinies of Persia, as recorded by Dan- 
iel. 


Verse 10.—After he had seen the vision, immediately 
we endeavoured to go mto Macedonia (A. V.). The 
immediacy on the part of Paul’s party was in response 
to the hurry attitude of the needy pleader. The “we” 
introduces the first person into the account, it hereto- 
fore having been recorded in the third person. The 
first person is dropped again at 17:1, as Paul leaves 
Philippi, and re-introduced in 20:5 as the party sails 
from Philippi. This first person marks Luke’s pres- 
ence as historian-evangelist with the missionary party. 
Luke may have joined the party at Troas because of 
Paul’s physical condition (Gal, 4: 13-15). He appears 
to have remained withePaul from this time on until his 
death (2 Tim. 4:11). 

Verses 11, 12-—-We made a straight course to 
Samothrace ... to Neapolis... to Philippi...a 
Roman colony. Luke was a wonderful sailor, as his 
use of nautical terms shows, and as is seen in: his 
apostolic sea-tale in chapter 27. Samothracia and 
Neapolis should be looked up on the map.t The 
European city where Paul won his first convert was 
built by Philip of Macedon and named for himself. 
It has long been one of the “wrecks of time.” There 
Augustus and Anthony met with Brutus and Cassius 
in decisive battle in 42 B. C., where the two latter 
were defeated. A Roman colony was a miniature re- 
production of Rome —a bit of the imperial city trans- 
planted. Roman citizenship, Roman laws, Roman vot- 
ing, the Roman spirit were there. Paul brings the 
Gospel at the very outset into a little Rome, as a sort 
of forecast of what it is eventually to do in the mighty 
Empire itself. Philippi was the first city of Mace- 
donia in honor but not in size or commercial import- 
ance, this place being held by Thessalonica. It was 
also first as lying farthest eastward. 

Verse 13.—On the sabbath day we went forth... 
by a river side, where we supposed there was a place 
of prayer. Being a military and not a commercial city, 
Philippi had attracted a comparatively small number 
of Jews, if any, and hence was not able to support a 
synagogue, This place of prayer, a small building, 
perhaps open to the sky, was used in lieu of the syn- 


1A helpful guide to use in following Paul’s missionary 
journeys is “Chart of Paul’s Journeyings,” by C. E. Arnold. 


It may be had from The Sunday School Times Company 
for 25 cents. 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 6 ; 1-8. 
Primary Topic: Paul’s Wonderful Dream. 
Lesson Material ; Acts 16 ; 6-15. 
Memory Verse: Come... and help us.— Acts 16 39 
Junior Topic: Paul Called to Europe. 
sson Material : Acts 16 : 6-15. 
Memory Verses: Acts 16:9, 1 


oO. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: The Macedonian Call and What 


it : 
Topic for Young People and Adults: The Hand of God in Mie 
sions. 











6 And they went through ‘the region of Phrygia and 
Galatia, having been forbidden of the Holy Spirit to speak 
the word in Asia; 7 and when they were come over against 
Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia, and the Spirit of 
Jesus suffered them not; Sand passing by Mysia, they 
came down to Troas. 9 And a’vision appeared to Paul in 
the night: There was a man of Macedonia standing, be- 
seeching him, and saying, Come over into Macedonia, and 
help us. 10 And when he had seen the vision, straightway 
we sought to go forth into Macedonia, luding that 
God had called us to 2? preach the gospel unto them, 

11 Setting sail therefore from Troas, we made a straight 
course to Samothrace, and the day following to Neapolis; 
12 and from thence to Philippi, which is a city of Mace- 
donia, the first of the district, a Roman colony: and we 
were in this city tarrying certain days. 13 And on the 
sabbath day we went forth without the gate by a river 
side, * where we supposed there was a place of. prayer; 
and we sat down, and spake unto the women that were 
come together. 14 And a certain woman named Lydia, a 
seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, one that worship- 
ped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened to give 
heed unto the things which were spoken by Paul. 15 And 
when she was baptized, and her household, she besought 
us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 
come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained 
us. 


10Or, Phrygia and the region of Galatia 2 Gr. bring the 
good tidings. See ch. 5:42. ® Many ancient authorities 
read where was wont to be &c. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 











agogue. The Jews held their meetings for prayer near 
water because of the frequent washings customary. 
Verse’ 14.—A certain woman named Lydia, a seller 
of purple. Some one has said that “the man of Mace- 
donia was a woman.” Lydia was the first convert of 


that spiritual empire that was to give to the world - 


Augustine, Francis of Assissi, Luther, and the Re- 
formers, Calvin and Knox, the Wesleys, and many 
others. In this record of a new beginning her name 
must be called to head the roll of the European saints. 
And not only her name, but her business, her birth- 
place, and her devotion to God must be mentioned. 
She was a proselyte, not a Jewess, else it would not 
have been said that she “worshipped God.” Thyatira 
(see the map) contained one of the seven churches 
mentioned in the Book of Revelation (2:18). It was 
celebrated for its purple dyes and fabrics. Archeology 
has discovered an inscription relating to the guild 
of dyers there, which confirms Luke’s accuracy. Lydia 
was in Philippi in connection with the sale of dyestuffs 
or dyed fabrics, then so highly esteemed in the East, 
and of which there were various shades. A listening 
ear, an open heart, a baptized household, and the 
bourgeoning of Christian hospitality. Paul was very 
careful about accepting hospitality (Acts 20: 33, 34), 
but Lydia’s whole-souled offer was not to be refused. 


The Homiletical Form 


Tue Sprrit RESTRAINING AND CONSTRAINING 
1. Paul’s own plans twice interfered with. in. Asia 
(vs. 6-8). 
2. Paul’s divine direction into Europe (vs. 9-12). 


3. The Spirit’s seal on the new step by Lydia’s con- 
version (vs. 13-15). 


The Topical Values 


The Opening of Lydia’s Heart (v. 14). It was the 
Lord, not Paul, who opened Lydia’s heart. Pawul’s 
great learning was a gift used by God for the clear 
presentation and unfolding of divine revelation, in 
speech and in epistle, to the world of his day. Born a 
Hebrew and versed in its law, doubtless mastering 
Greek at Tarsus’ great school, a citizen of Rome, he 
was well fitted for the task. Lydia was Paul’s first 
convert in Europe, and yet she was not. She was 
begotten again of God and so the inspiring Spirit is 
at pains to emphasize this fact at this great~Gospel 
beginning in Europe. What was true of Lydia has 
been true of all the souls won by Gospel preaching in 
Europe and Europe’s daughter, America, ever sinc@ 
Dr. Stifler sees here a development of inspirational in- 
formation about conversion. At the first, after Pente- 
cost, we read of those who received the word, or be- 
lieved. Later as many as were ordained to eternal 
life believed, and these were those taken out of the 
world to be “the people for his name,” but sadly 


e 
enough many would nct believe. And now it is stated 
that those whose hearts the Lord opens do believe as 
the result of the Spirit acting upon their hearts. There 
is no separation of “head” and “heart”, in Bible psy- 
chology. The heart includes three elements — mind, 
feelings, and will. “Out of it [the heart] are the is- 
sues of life’ (Prov. 4:23); “With the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness” (Rom. 10: 10). 

Taking the Preachers Home. “Come into my house, 
and abide there. And she constrained us” (v. 15). 
Nowadays the visiting preacher or evangelist is “put 
up” at the hotel. The prophet’s chamber of the Old 
Testament and the guest-chamber of the New Testa- 
ment have been dumped into the limbo of modern 
ecclesiastical indifference and neglect along with the 
family altar and the catechism. But there in Lydia’s 
home are four preachers — Paul, Dr. Luke, and Silas 
and Timothy. Perhaps she was a widow, as nothing 
is said of her husband. But think how the family 
must have listened with ears and hearts just as open 
as Lydia's, to Paul and Timothy. Dr. E. J. Pace was 
once visiting in a Christian home, and said just be- 
fore going to his room for the night, “I must make a 
cartoon for The Sunday School Times and I haven’t 
an idea. I wish you boys would pray for one to come.” 

¢ next morning Dr, Pace came down smiling and 
said, “A singing bird woke me up this morning, and 
the first thing I knew, there was the idea for my car- 
toon fying on the top of my mind like a water-lily 
on a pond!” “I prayed for that idea to grow,” said 
one of the boys and there began an ambition to be a 
Christian cartoonist himself. 

The Prohibitions and Permissions of Divine Guid- 
ance. “Do not go where the need is great, but where 
it is greatest,” was a maxim of John Wesley, which 
helped influence Mrs. F. Howard Taylor, then Miss 
Guinness, to leave mission work among the needy 
match factory girls of London’s Whitechapel district 
and to go to China’s needier millions. When one has 
the missionary passion to go, God environs him with 
His blessed restraints and constraints. , Carey assayed 
to go to the Great Polynesia in the South Seas, but 
the Spirit suffered him not, but sent him to India to 
translate the Bible in.whole or in part into thirty-three 
dialects. Livingstone planned to go to China, but God 
made him Africa’s Pathfinder. Judson said India, but 
God said Burmah. 


Christian Business Women, “Lydia, a seller of pur- 
el (v. 14). Yes, and president of the Philippi 

‘ome Missionary Society, with a place to pray, and 
with a concern for the welfare of good preachers. 
Miss Mary C. S. May was once a teacher of French 
in a fashionable school for girls. When the Lord 
called Mrs. Field Home several years ago, he had 
prepared Miss May to succeed her as head of Heph- 
zibah House in New York City, a school for girls, 
and a blessed center for the out-giving of the truth. 
Many groups of business women, organized after Billy 
Sunday meetings in American cities, are doing fine 
work, Their motto is, “To win to Christ, to build up 
in Christ, to send out for Christ.” One of these or- 
ganizations that is fully functioning is the one in Bos- 
i Miss Alice M. Theobald as president, who 
hold§ a responsible position in the great department 
store of Mr. Stearns, friend of President Coolidge. 
It supports two native workers in China and India, and 
contributes to and prays for missionaries in Africa, 
Belgium, Japan, Russia, South America, the Jews, 
and also home missions. She, too, is finding a place 
for testimony for Pauls and Silases. If you are a 
Christian business woman, are you on the job like 
Lydia? 


The Practical Aim 


The Prayer Room. “A place of prayer” (v. 13). 
The new prayer room back of the Auditorium of 
the Victorious Life Testimony at Keswick, N. J., is 
just finished. It was the prayer room with Praying 
Hyde in it that made the Sialkot Convention in the 
Punjab such a power. The Southern Presbyterian 
missionaries in the Congo some years ago were seek- 
ing to learn the secret of power in the life of the 
native who held the fort at the northernmost station 
of the Mission. He was far-and-away their great- 
est soul-winner.. He himself seemed to be utterly un- 
conscious of any power, or the reason for it. It finally 
developed that he maintained a spot in the long grass 
where he spent hours daily in prayer. Out of Lydia’s 
proseuche (place of prayer) grew the great tree of 
evangelized Europe. Do we have such a place in our 
homes, and how much time do we spend in it? 


Final Word 


Every unevangelized spot on earth, and there are 
many of these pioneer fields, is a beckoning Macedonia 
to the Christian Church. 


NARBERTH, Pa. 











Lesson for August 23 
Acts 16 : 6-15 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character, They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff, — Dr. Banks, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HY should Paul try to preach in Asia and Bithynia 
if he had not been so instructed? 


2. What two great passages of God’s Word shed clear 


light upon the disappointments of God’s children? 


3. What is the best thing to do when one has suffered 
a reversal? 


4. What other hinderer of the Christian is there besides 
the Holy Spirit? 

s. How can we tell whether the Holy Spirit or Satan is 
hindering? 


6. Was Paul ever allowed to preach ‘the Gospel in. Roman 
Asia? 


7. Why do we suppose that Luke joined the party at 
Troas? 


8 Why did Paul conclude that God was calling him to 
Macedonia? Was it because of the vision alone? 


9. What other direct calls from God (in the Bible) can 
you mention besides Paul’s to Macedonia? 


10. How many instances. of supernatural visions or voices 
can you find in the Book of Acts? 


1x. To whom were these visions or voices sent? 


12, What was the attitude of those receiving such visions 
and messages? 


33. What reason have we for believing that there was a 


company of believing Hebrews in Philippi, when Paul and 
his party went there? 


14. Where was the first service held in Macedonia? 

15. Who were the first people “helped” by Paul’s ministry? 

16. Where did the apostles stay while they were in Phi- 
lippi? 

17. What is the proof of Lydia’s sincerity? 

18. How does Lydia illustrate our Lord’s statement that 
“if any man will to do his will he shall know of the doc- 
trine”? 

19. What does the Bible say of Christian hospitality? - 

20. What other Christian women workers were in Philippi? 

21. How does history confirm Luke in this lesson? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Prevention.— The Spirit of Jesus suffered them not 
(v. 7). Which text makes me think of one of my 
favorite texts, that of Psalm 21:3, “For thou pre- 
ventest him with the blessings of goodness.’ The 
doctor tells us that the medical practise of the future 
will be mostly preventive. Heaven has always been 
following this practise. Some months ago we had a 
lesson on “Jesus in Gethsemane.” You may remem- 
ber an angel came and strengthened Jesus. Attention 
has been called to the fact that right by us on the 
table and throughout the whole room may be church 
choirs singing beautiful music, and great preachers 
giving fine sermons. All are there at the same instant. 
I wonder if you.can just grasp that wonderful fact. 
Science says two things cannot occupy the same place 
at the same time. Here you have it. All we have to 
do to hear whichever and whatever we like is to set 
up our little radio (I have one given out by the Lon- 
don Daily News, in a match box I can put in my 
pocket) and “tune in.” If any one a few years ago 
had suggested such a thing — what a laugh he would 
have gotten! I am wondering if some one will invent 
instruments we can put upon our eyes and see all 
around us that which is now unseen. Is the air full 
of angels with their ministry, as it is with intelligence 
and sweet sounds (and some not so sweet)? Are we 
prevented by these “blessings of goodness”? Are 
loving hands we do not see, yet none the less tangible 
and real, could we have the proper equipment upon 
our A God’s ministers, directing our ways in the 
world? 


Real Fun.—We went forth ... by a@ river side, 


‘where we supposed there was @ place of prayer; and 


we sat down, and spake unto the women that were 
come together (v.13). The fellow I know and myself 
are in the great City. “Bill, where are you going to- 
night?” “Guess I’ll go down town and watch the 
crowd come in at Mills Hotel, some two thousand of 
them, get supper with the hoi polloi there, and then 
take in the rescue missions—come along.” “Not 
much, none of that kind of tame ‘rescue the perishing’ 
stuff for me. I’ll take in a musical comedy or some- 
thing entertaining.” And so we part to meet at break- 
fast. “Well, Jim, how was the show?” “Rotten! 
same old gags and same old lemons.” “Jim, I see 
more comedy in one evening at Jerry McAuley’s 
Water Street Mission, or at Noonan’s Doyer Street, 
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and any of the others, in a single night than you see 
in your theater in a year, Mine is the real stuff. I 
have stories to tell that you cannot read in books. 
There is more fun in religion than in all the shows 
ever stagesl. The shows are all “old stuff.” There 
has not been a brand new joke: since Aristophanes 
(Eccles. 1:9). The natives on the upper Amazon had 
the Br’er Rabbit stories. When you strike a strange 
town and want to have a nice satisfactory evening, 
hunt up the place where the praying people gather and 
quietly wait for what happens.” There is more fel- 
lowship in Christianity than in all the orders and so- 
cieties ever invented by man, What fellow working 
at his religion has not had many an experience similar 
to that of Paul? Why, this very minute I am on my 
way to Miami, Fla., to visit Uncle Billy Witham, who 
one day found me sick in an Atlanta hotel and took 
me to his beautiful home, “Bide-a-wee,” and nursed 
me back to health, He knew me only through this 
Corner, and had never seen me before in his life. 
Uncle Billy’s telegram calling me to Miami reads, 
“Come a-runnin’ and stay as long as you can. 10 
words paid.” Would any of your lodge members, who 
had never seen you, do anything like that? 


Europe’s First Christian.—When she was baptized, 
and her household, she besought us... come unto my 
house, and abide there. She constrained us (v. 15). 
Those who have sat in this Corner in past years know 
what the Corner thinks of Lydia, She was the first 
European Christian—and a business woman. Every 
business girl should remember that. I often wonder 
we do not have more girls called Lydia. We have lots 
of Marys and Ruths and Susans, but few Lydias. 
Maybe it is because Mother dreads “Lyd” for short! 
Sounds too shut-uppy, we reckon, when shortened, as 
it is likely to be. Lydia was no hook and eye, spool, 
cotton, shoe lacer peddler. She was a dealer in purple 
which was a royal word then, as now. Lydia’s shop, 
if she had one, was on the Avenue, and the sedans 
and chariots of the “quality” drew up to her door. 
It was not only in the slave quarter that the Gospel 
made its appeal. When Billy Sunday, the genuine 
Billy, with all his slang and gymnastics, was here in 
the East we were struck by the way he appealed to 
the “quality.” None of these ever “knocked” him. It 
was left for the Rum Crowd and Professor Modern- 
ist to do that, the one because his business was at- 


* tacked, and the other because Billy did not “line wp 


with the liberals.” In Philadelphia it was Joseph M. 
Steele, the city’s greatest builder, and men like him, 
that stood back of Billy. In Syracuse, it was Frank- 
lin, the automobile man. In Paterson, N. J., it was 
George Arnold, the silk manufacturer. Out at Den- 
ver, it was William Sweet, the banker (later Gover- 
nor of Colorado). Lydia, you will notice, gathered 
Paul in just as spontaneously as Uncle Billy Witham 
gathered me in. And let me say again for the benefit 
of you yourselves: There is no freemasonry to equal 
Christianity (Gal. 6:10; Eph. 2: 19). 
CoATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF ADAPTATION.—EBoth content 
and method should be adapted to those who are 
being taught. 











R the little ones there is possible in this lesson 
the use of the method which to them is always of 
interest, namely the story method, for the content of 


- the lesson offers the possibility of two stories; each 


with its own lesson not beyond the understanding of 
even the very ‘little ones. 

To the young people there is the challenge to the 
spirit of adventure which characterizes youth, and 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


Third Quarter 
1. July 5.—The Beginning of Foreign Missions 
cts 12:25 to 13:12 
2. July 12—The Gospel in Antioch of Pisidia, Acts 13 : 13-52 
3. July 19.—The Gospel in Lystra ............. Acts 14: 1-28 
4. July 26.—The Council at Jerusalem ........ Acts 15 : 1-35 
5. August 2.—The Epistle of James ...The Book of James 
6. August 9.—Beginning the Second Missionary Tour 
Acts 15 : 36 to 16:5 
7. August 16.—Temperance Lesson ..... Galatians 5 : 13-24 
8 August 23.—The Macedonian Call .......... Acts 16: 6-15 
9. August 30.—Paul and the Philippian Jailer.Acts 16 : 16-40 
10. September 6.—Paul Writes to the Philippians 
Philippians 1 to 4 
11. September 13.—Paul in Thessalonica and Berea 
Acts 1731-14 
12, September 20.—Paul Writes to the Thessalonians 


: t Thessalonians 3 to § 
33. September 27.—Review 
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which is fully met in the experience of the soul that 
goes out, not knowing whither, under the guidance of 
God. The sincerity and wholeheartedness of Lydia 
will also make an appeal; she did not stop to reason 
whether it would be profitable to accept this new mes- 
sage of religion nor whether she ought to identify her- 
self fully with it by receiving the apostles into her house. 
Let the class discover the admirable qualities in the 
characters of the lesson. 

Adults as well as the young people will be inter- 
ested in the problem of guidance which is outstanding 
in the lesson. The negative and restraining experi- 
ences are not always thought of as guidance, but here 
they are truly shown to be so. God guides us by what 
he hinders us from doing. No doubt it was. strange to 


‘one sent to preach that twice he should be hindered 


when he attempted it, but after this came the clear 
guidance, in the call of the man of Macedonia; though 
strangely enough, the first convert was a woman. Is 
divine guidance still to be expected, if so under what 
conditions? The discussion of such questions will be 
very profitable if the class will base its answers not 
upon mere opinion but upon Scripture and experience. 
Nor is it to be overlooked that Lydia in her willing- 
ness to obey the Word of the Lord gives us one of 
the significant principles of guidance. 
Huntinopon, Pa, 


we 
The Hlustration 'Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
ut readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully_a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this A ni ogee The full list a lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


needed. 
For the lesson of December 20, illustrations 
are desired on the optional Christmas lesson, 
not on Paul. 


When the Blind See.—Come over into Macedonia and 
help us (Golden Text). Mr. J. C. Johnson of New- 
bern, N. C., is a doorkeeper in the North Carolina 
Legislature. In the session of the Legislature re- 
cently closed he was serving. his third term as door- 
keeper. He is blind. He had learned to know every 
man by name. He knew each tap on the arm, each 
pat on the shoulder, and from whom it came. He 
never got ruffled. He always smiled. Every now and 
then just before the house met in night session, Mr. 
Johnson would join a few companions for a song or 
two. He has a deep bass voice and loved to sing the 
old hymns; one of his favorites is “Amazing Grace.” 
He was singing this song one night, and when he came 
to the line, “Was blind, but now I see,” a look of 
distress passed over the group around Mr. Johnson, 
and there was a tear in the eyes of one or two. He 
sensed the situation. ‘Don’t bother about me,” said 
he, “I can see my Lord Jesus, about whom I am sing- 
ing, as well as any of you.” Faith in Jesus gives 
sight to the physically blind and to the spiritually 
blind. The Macedonians were spiritually blind, but as 
Paul and Siias held high the light and they caught 
the vision of the cross, their faith enabled them to 
see Jesus.—From the Raleigh (N. C.) Press. Sent 
by Joseph B. Anderson, Danville, Va. 


Bled to Death ?—Come over... and help us (Golden 
Text). Some good people, who proudly call them- 
selves “loyal,” say that the churches are being bled 
to death by their offerings for missions. One of their 
own number says that as long as their offerings for 
missions average only seven cents a member, it is 
amusing to talk of being bled to death. A _ people 
that cannot give seven cents each in a year without 
being bled to death must be somewhat anemic.—From 
Missionary Intelligence. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Nor- 
bury, London, Eng. ° 


Guidance Through a Dream.—A vision appeared 
to Paul in the night” (v. 9). Bishop Thoburn tells 
us that in 1885 he felt called to go to Singapore to 
start some kind of mission work. When he arrived 
at the city he was’ met by an elder who took him and 
three others to his home and entertaincd them with- 
out charge for three weeks. This gentleman told the 
Bishop years afterward that he had seen them in a 
dream, and the ship upon which they were sailing, and 
recognized them when the ship drew up to the docks. 
They were entire strangers. Thus God works out 
his plan—From the Sunday School Chronicle. Sent 
by Mrs. B. G. Dower, Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng. 


After Visions and Dreams.—And after he had seen 
the vision immediately we endeavored to go into Mace- 
donia (v. 10). We remember what Rowland Hill said 
to a lady who knew she was a child of God, because 
she dreamed such and such a thing, “Never mind, 
ma’am, what you did when you were asleep; let us see 
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what you do when you are awake.—From 
a sermon by Spurgeon. Sent by W. J. 
Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, N. Y. 


A Contrast.—We went out of the city 
by a river side, where prayer was wont 
. and spake unto the wo- 
men which resorted thither (v. 13). Gipsy 
Smith, while conducting an evangelistic 
campaign, invited a crowd of young men 
to come to the services. One gay young 
man remarked, “Oh, no! they’re all wo- 
men in there.” “Well,” said the Gipsy 
“come with me to the jail; they’re all 
men there.’"—/Irom the Christian Herald. 
Sent by W. Haslam, Blackburn, Lanca- 
shire, Eng. Prize illustration, 


When Hearts Are Opened.—W hose 
heart the Lord opened (v. 14). In the 
same chapter we have the story of two 
conversions. ‘It took an earthquake to 
convert the jailer, but the heart of Lydia 
opened like a flower to the kiss of the 
Son of Righteousness. All down through 
the centuries the Spirit of God has been 
at the work of conversion. Back in the 
third century Cyprian the Bishop of 
Carthage wrote to his friend Donatus: 
“It is a bad world, Donatus, an incred- 





ibly bad world. But I have discovered in | 


the midst of it a quiet and holy people 
who have learned a great secret. They 
have found a joy which is a thousand 
times better than any of the pleasures 
of our sinful life. They are despised and 
persecuted, but they care not. They are 
masters of their souls. They have over- 
come the world. These people, Donatus, 
are Christians — and I am one of them.” 
Sent by Thomson Kerr, Pittsburgh. 


ve 


From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


N SOME manuscripts the reading of 
verse 7 is “the Spirit of Jesus suffered 
them not.” Come over into Macedonia, 
and help us (v. 9). Boetheson, help, is 
compounded of theo, I run, and boe, a 
cry: “Run to our cry for help.” Paul's 
answer was “immediate” (v. 10). 
Assuredly gathering (v. 10). Sumbi- 
bazontes. This word literally means “put- 
ting together,” as, for example, in Ephe- 
sians 4:16, “From whom the whole body 
fitly joined together,” and in Colossians 
2:2, “Knit together in love.” The evan- 
gelists put two and two together, and 
came to a conclusion. But what were the 
facts that they put together to form this 
inference? The first (v. 6) was that they 
were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to 
preach in Asia; the second, that the Spirit 
suffered them not to go into Bithynia; 
the third, that in Troas they were sum- 
moned to go into Macedonia, They were 
thus shut up to their course. They ac- 
cordingly not only went straightway, 
cutheos, in time, but they steered a 
straight course, euthu-dromeo, thither. 
And she constrained wus (v. 15). 
Parebiasato, The only other place in the 
New Testament where this word occurs 
is in Luke 24:29, where the Emmaus 
disciples constrained him, saying, “Abide 
with us.” In Acts Luke uses the same 
two words, “Abide there” and she “con- 
strained us.” (It is noticeable also that 
he uses the word dianoigo, “whose heart 
the Lord opened,” which finds, perhaps, 
a certain correspondence in Luke 24: 31, 
“And their eyes were opened, and they 





knew him.”) Was there, then, a break- | 
ing of bread in communion here, too, | 
after the baptism of Lydia and her house, | 


the first on European shore, and did Luke 
mean to suggest it by this unusual word, 
parebiasato? Apparently it was a memo- 
rable day, since Paul in writing to the 
Philippians refers to it: “I thank my 
God upon every remembrance of you, 
... from the first day until now.” 


New Hampton, N. H. 
we 


“4 Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools,” by 
Philip E. Howard, gives practical helps 
on lesson preparation, knowing the pupil, 
securing attention, asking questions, using 
illustrations, conducting reviews, and lead- 
ing pupils to Christ. (The Sunday School 
Times Co., Philadelphia, 75 cts.) 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Jesus, I my cross have taken.” 
*“T hear my Saviour calling’ 
“Carry your cross with a smile.” 
“Where he leads me.” 

“Jesus calls us.” 

“Ho leadeth me.” 

“Jesus saves.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 
“In Reverence Wait” (5 :1-3). Psalm 4: 1-8. 
“Hear His Voice” (188:1, 2). Psalm 95: 1-7. 
“Guide in Truth” (54:1, 3). Psalm ag: 1-13. 
“Great Peace” (252: 1-3). Psalm 119 ; 161-168. 
“At Thy Right Hand” (160:1, 2). 

Psalm 73 : 23-28. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard . 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee that thou dost send out the 
messengers of the Gospel to carry the Good 
News to all the world. We rejoice that the 
boundaries of thy plan were world-wide, and 
that thy servants of old heard the call, and 
obeyed. Forgive us, we pray thee, if we 
have not understood how much we owe in 
these Christian lands to those pioneers of 
the faith in the early days of the preaching 
of the Gospel. Take away from us any pride 
of self-sufficiency, since we are ourselves 
the objects of foreign missions. May we who 
have been taught be ready and glad to carry 
the Good News to others. May our ears 
be keen to hear the call to some land where 
thy Word is not known, “Come over into 
Macedonia, and heip us.” We ask this in 
thy dear name, Oh, Lord Jesus. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—Do you remember 
reading of. the Pony Express, in the old 
days, in the far West? The mail must 
be carried as rapidly as possible. How 
swiftly the ponies were driven from one 
station to another, and how quickly the 
changes were made, so that there might 
not be a moment’s delay in delivering the 
mail to its destination! Paul and his 
friends often seemed to be traveling as 
fast as the famous Pony Expresses. How 
quickly they went from one place to an- 
other the moment they knew what their 
duty was! They were the brave foreign 
missionaries who carried the Gospel out 
beyond their own land. But is the good 
news caught up to-day as quickly, and 
carried on with the same eager speed to 
those who ought to receive that news? 
Up comes the express to the station, but 


where is the swift horse to carry the news 
to the next station? Nobody seems to go. 
Now you never heard of a Pony Express 
like that! But really, when it comes to 
foreign missions, is it hard right here in 
this Sunday-school to find those who will 
put aside everything else to catch the 
news and carry it on? There are plenty 
of people who have never heard the Gos- 
pel to-day, who are calling to us, “Come 
over into our land and help us.” Will 
any of you do so? Let us pray. 





COME AND HELP 
THE CALL TO{ Ou" 
WILL YOU SAY YES? 











Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


“Let go—let God!” 
Discussion: Let the fellows tell their 
experiences in upset plans. How did 
they deal with the interruptions? What 
is the best way? Is God concerned? 
Objective: Watching God’s index fin- 
ger. 


Beginning: 














GAY, fellows, I don’t know a better 
« life motto a fellow could adopt than 
this: Ler Go— Let Gop!” It is simply 
giving God complete control, It means 
turning loose the thing to which we have 
been clinging and placing our hands in 
God’s hand. It is self abdication, so the 
King may ascend the throne and reign. 

Paul did that, and God turned big 
events upon Paul’s_ surrendered life. 
Paul had planned in that trip to Asia to 
go northward and eastward, but he was 
stopped, and soon afterward a_ vision 
came to him in the night and the man 
from Macedonia said: “Come over and 
help us!” And that was neither north 
nor east, but west. Paul was susceptible 
to God’s leading, and though it some- 
times upset, or completely reversed his 
own plan, he was not disobedient to the 
heavenly vision. And how fine it was 
for Paul—and for you and me! —that 
he obeyed the call and sailed across the 
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7Egean — for there on the western shores 
of Macedonia he laid the foundation for 
the Christian Church in Europe, through 
which we were saved from paganism. and 
brought under the blessings of the Gos- 


_ Fellows, this incident in Paul’s career 
introduces us to the joy of an upset plan, 
We already know what it is to be dis- 
appointed by having our schemes inter- 
fered with, but here is the sunshine side 
of it and we don’t want to miss it. If 
you will make it a rule, when you have 
gotten a turn down, or an upset, or have 
had your well-laid plans smashed by some 
unexpected mishap, to take it as the fore- 
runner of some other and better plan God 
has in mind for you—and if you will 
stop still and listen, doubtless you, too, 
will have a Macedonian vision; and you 
will be led out into a broader place you 
had not before thought possible. Not 
long ago there was a poem in The Sun- 
day School Times by Miss Annie Flint 
Johnson which ran thus: 


Have you come to the Red Sea place in 
your life, 

Where in spite of all you can do, 
There’s no way out, there’s no way back; 
There’s no other way than through? 
Then wait on the Lord with a trust serene 

Till the night of your fear is gone; 
He will send the wind, He will heap the 
flood, . 
And will say to your soul, “Go onl” 
In the morning watch, neath the uplifted 
cloud, 
You will see but the Lord alone, 
When he leads you on from the place by 
the sea 
To another you have not known. 
And your fears will pass as your foes have 
passed; 
No more afraid nor scared, 
You will sing His praise in a larger place — 
A place His hand has prepared. 


Happy fellow you, if you can come to 
that place with a conviction like that ex- 
pressed by Miss Elizabeth Thornton, 
when she wrote: 


I have a rendezvous with Christ 

And that time not far away 

When all I am and do and say shall 
counted be : 

And weighed by Him. - 

I have a rendezvous with Christ 

Ere days_are run and eyes grow dim. 

It may be He will take my hand 

And lead me into some far land 

Of burdened souls, and say to me: 

“This is the work I have for thee.” 

So then this life of mine, now His, must be 

Obedient to His will, net mine — 

Set in the way His hand shall find. 

It seemed ’twere better to be free” 

To follow the career I’d chose, 

Than let some mighty power be 

Turning my course at His high will, 

And all for self my own days fill:— 

But I’ve a rendezvous with Christ: 

All other aims in that must pale, 

For fatal is it if I fail; 

And I to my pledge word am true — 

I shall not fail that rendezvous! 


Greensporo, N. C, 
bed . 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


(1) The forbiddings and (2) the lead- 
ings of the Holy Spirit (3) how they 
come, 














O MOST Christian girls the most 

puzzling, baffling thing in the world 
is how to be-sure of God’s leadings in 
their lives. Can you remember when 
this was the pressing issue of your 
Christian life, teacher? is writer can 
still feel the troubled soul that for sev- 


| eral. years in her girlhood took no rest 


over the great question of her life — 
whether God wanted her to be a foreign 
missionary or not. What a blessing you 
may make of this lesson to such a girl 
in your class! For in this lesson we find 
the Holy Spirit both forbidding Paul to 
preach in a certain place, and then calling 
him to go to another with the word of the 
Gospel. Luke does not tell us the eir- 
cumstances of the “forbidding,” but if 
you will use a good map you can almost 
imagine where the little party of Gospel 
travelers were: in Galatia, when they 
were forbidden to preach in Asia — the 




















a 





Lesson for August 23 
Acts 16 : 6-15 


populous province around the great -city 
of Ephesus, wherein were thirty-two 
towns of sufficient size and power to coin 
their own money. No wonder Paul, 
with his keen love for the crowded city, 
and his sure appreciation of the value of 
planting the Gospel in such centers as 
these towns offered, longed to go right 
into Asia with his message. But some 
circumstance — probably of every-day 
“happenings” — made him sure that was 
not God’s plan yet; so they passed by 
Mysia on their way toward Bithynia, evi- 
dently intending to preach the Word 
along the shores of the Black (Euxine) 
Sea, eastward, in the end doubling back 
to Antioch in Syria. But once more their 
plans were changed, by “the Spirit of 
Jesus” — another every-day occurrence? 
—so that they were sent through the 
Mysia they had first passed by, till they 
came to its old seaport, Troas. 

(2) Then, after these two thwartings 
of their human wisdom, these two for- 
biddings of the Spirit, came the leading 
of that same over-ruling God, through 
the call to come across the Aégean Sea to 
European soil and help the people of 
Macedonia —a plan evidently not at all 
in Paul’s mind until that hour. Rightly, 
Paul concluded the Gospel to be preached 
to those‘ men of the West. And so the 
Gospel started on its way to our ances- 
tors, which westward course it has held 
from that hour till this, when it has at 
last circled the globe! 

(3) How can all this help your puzzled 
girl to be sure of God’s leading in her 
life? Does the thing she longs to do in 
his service call her across some perfectly 
clear duty, already in her life? Must she 
do some one a wrong in order to carry 
through her idea of God’s plan for her- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





The Macedonian Caw 
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self? Does not that fact make clear that 
he is forbidding that plan as not accord- 
ing to his will for her now? But when 
the call*that comes to her heart does 
no. violence to present obligations, let 
her heed and obey it, however great the 
difficulties may be she will have to meet 
and overcome in so doing—sure that 
God is leading that way. 


Home Study 


Read Acts through rapidly, and mark 
every leading of the Spirit. 


Decatur, GA. 
ys 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


ET us take up the story thread, and 
continue the journey line, left off at 
Iconium, following Paul, Silas, and Tim- 
othy through the regions of Galatia and 
Phrygia, as they told the good news and 
gathered the believers into churches. 
After this something strange happened. 
They tried to preach the Gospel in Ro- 
man Asia, but the Holy Spirit would not 
let them. Then they tried to go up into 
Bithynia, but the Spirit said “No.” Paul 
did not understand, for he had never been 
forbidden to preach the Gospel in any 
place before. Paul was just longing to 
tell the Good News, and there were so 
many people in these places who had 


never heard of the love of Jesus. But 


Paul was a good soldier; he knew the 
voice of the Master, and he waited for 
orders. They journeyed on, passing by 
Mysia, and came to Troas, on the A°gean 
Sea. Just across this beautiful little sea 
lay a large country where the good tid- 
ings had never been told. The people 
knew a great many things, but they did 
not know /the true God, and they had 
never heard of the love of Jesus. 

In the night Paul had a vision of 
a man from the country across the sea 
begging him to come over into Mace- 
donia, and help them. When Paul told 
Silas and Timothy his dream, they be- 
lieved that God wanted them to go into 
Macedonia and tell the good tidings to 
the people over there. 

At Troas another missionary joined 
the party,— Luke, whom Paul called the 
“beloved physician.” We _ believe it 
was a happy party that crossed the sea to 
go into Macedonia. They understood 
now why they had been forbidden to 
preach in those other places. After 
landing in Macedonia they went to Phi- 
lippi, the chief city. Here they did not 
find a place to preach right away, nor 
meet the “man” who had invited them, 
either. But on the Sabbath day they 
heard of a little woman’s prayer-meeting 





down on the riverside. They went to 
this little prayer-meeting. Let us call 
the children’s attention to the difference 
between this little gathering by the river- 
side and the places where Paul had 
preached when “almost the whole city” 
came “together to hear the word of God” 
(Acts 13.44). Yet the people in this 
little gathering were sincerely seeking 
God. Lydia, a business woman, believed 
the good tidings, and she and her whole 
household were baptized. Later on, a 
strong church was organized at Philippi, 
and long years afterward one of Paul’s 
loveliest letters was addressed “to the 
saints . . . at Philippi.’ So we see the 
little prayer-meeting was worth while. 

Let us close the lesson by singing 
“Sweet Hour of Prayer.” 


Curnton, S. C, 
+. J 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the Lesson of ‘August 16) 


1. The letter to the Galatians was written 
because some people had come among the 
Galatian people, and taught them that they 
must do a great many hard things in or- 
der to be saved. Paul wanted them to know 
they had an all-sufficient Saviour. 

2. Galatians 1:6; 3:1-3; 4:9-11, 15, 16. 

3. Dionysius and Cybele, whose worship was 
accompanied with drunken revelings and im- 
purities, sins that are catalogued as works 
of the flesh in this lesson. 

4. As belonging to the natural man —all 
that is earthly in man, not mere sensuality, 
although the term includes that. 

5s. By showing that the real secret of it 
is to be filled with the Spirit through yield- 


‘edness, so that He may win the victory in 


and through us over bad habits and save 
us in our temptations. 

6. The word “temperance” is often misun- 
derstood and wrongly applied, so that ab- 
stinence for mere abstinence’ sake is thought 
to be a virtue, whereas true temperance is 
a beautiful blend that can be accomplished 
in one’s character only by the Holy Spirit. 

7. Its appearance in the list of works of 
the flesh, and the fact that it is a hindrance 
to inheritance in the kingdom of God. 

8. He directs that liberty is not to be used 
as an occasion to the flesh and the advocates 
of so-called personal liberty wish this lib- 
erty only to gratify the flesh. 

9. The Spirit of God. 

1o. Abstain from all evil things and be tem- 
perate in the use of good things. 

11. The context shows that Paul is dealing 
only with a relationship between men. 

12, The present day tendency to discard the 
supernatural and working power of the Holy 
Spirit for a system of laws, so-called sci- 
ence, and the like. 

13. ‘Not mere moral or legal correctness, 
but the possession and manifestation of the 
nine graces” enumerated in verses 22 and 23. 

14. Personal answer. 














The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
Lesson 21. August 23. Satan: His Work and Destiny. Ephesians 6: 
10-20; Revelation 20 : 1-10 


Golden Text.—Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into the eternal fire which is prepared for the devil and his angels.— Matt. 25: 41 














Lesson Calendar 


Great Doctrines of the Bible 


22. Aug. 30.—Angels: Their Nature and 
Misteteei os lai...ciss. 5 Hebrews 1:1 to 2:4 
Golden Text: Psalm 34:7 
23. Sept. 6.—Sin: Its Character and Uni- 
versality, James 1 ; 13-15; Romans 3: 10-18 
Golden Text: Romans 3: 23 
24. Sept. 13.—Sin: God’s Remedy for It 
Romans 3: 19-32 
Golden Text: Ephesians 2:4 
25. Sept. 20—Difference Between Law 
and. Gostelsiccice ss os etecss 2 Corinthians 3 
Golden Text: Hebrews 7: 19 
26. Sept. 27.—Review .......... ..-Galatians 3 
Golden Text: Roman, 4: 16 
27. Oct. 4.—Salvation from the Penalty 
and Guilt of Sin .......... Romans 4: 1-25 
Golden Text: Ephesians 2:8, 9 
28. Oct. 11.—Salvation from the Power of 
GAR cess cicnveaseesesnuesents Romans 6 : 1-23 
Golden Text: Galatians 1:4 
29. Oct. 18—The Church: Her Member- 
OAD gesssceeepeccacccanscretcete Ephesians 2 
Golden Text: Ephesians 4: 16 





How to Master This Lesson 


By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


President of the Evangelical Theological 
- College of Dalles, Texas 


WO errors regarding Satan are cur- 

rent and since he alone is advantaged 
by them it is reasonable to conclude 
that he is the author of them. 


1. Many believe that Satan does not 
really exist and that the supposed person 
of Satan is no more than an evil princi- 
ple, or influence, which is in man and in 
the world. This conception is proved to be 
wrong by the fact that there is the same 
abundant evidence that Satan is a per- 
son as there is that Christ is a person. 
The Scriptures, which alone are: authori- 
tative on these matters, treat one to be 
a person as much.as the other, and if the 
personality of Christ is accepted on the 
testimony of the Bible, the personality 
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of Satan must also be accepted on thé 
same testimony. 

_ 2. Likewise, others believe that Satan 
is the direct cause of sin in every per- 
son. This impression is not true (1) 
because Satan is not aiming to promote 
sin in the world, He did not purpose to 
be a fiend, but rather to be “like the 
most High” (Isa. 14:14); he is not 
aiming to destroy so much as he is to 
construct, and to realize his own ambi- 
tion for authority over this world-system, 
which system proposes culture, morality, 
and religion (2 Cor. 11:13-15). The 
impression that Satan is the direct cause 
of sin is not true (2) because human sin 
is said to come directly from the fallen 
human heart (Mark 7: 18-23; Jas. 1: 13- 
16; Gen. 6:5). 


1, THE WorkK oF SATAN 


The following are only a few of the 
many passages bearing on the work of 
Satan: 


Isaiah 14:12-17. The passage reveals 
Satan’s original and supreme purpose. 
He would ascend into Heaven, exalt his 
throne above the stars of God, and be 
like the most High. To this end he will 
use his unmeasured wisdom and power; 
he will weaken the nations, make the 
earth to tremble, make the world as a 
wilderness, destroy the cities thereof, and 
refuse to release his prisoners. Though 
every phrase of this passage is a startling 
disclosure, two in particular may 
noted : 


1. “I will be like the most High.’ As 
recorded in the Scriptures, the activities 
of Satan following -his moral fall can 
be traced only in the line of this supreme 
motive. It was this purpose which in all 
seriousness he recommended to Adam and 
Eve (Gen. 3:5), and they, by adopting 
Satan’s ideal, became self-centered, self- 
sufficient, and independent of God. This 
attitude on the part of Adam and Eve 
became their very nature and has been 
trafismitted to all their posterity to the 
extent that their posterity are called the 
“children of wrath” (Eph. 2:3; 5:6; 
Rom. 1:18); they must be born again 
(John 3:3), and, when saved, have a 
struggle to be yielded wholly to the will 
of God. Again, Satan’s desire to be “like 
the most Hig.” is seen in his passion to 
be worshiped by Christ (Luke 4: 5-7}. 
When the Man.of Sin enters the holy 
place and is worshiped as God (2 Thess. 
2:3, 4; Dan. 9:27; Matt. 24:15; Rev. 
13:4-8), for a brief moment, Satan’s 
supreme desire will be realized under 
the permissive will of God. 


2. He “opened not the house of his 
prisoners.” The entire prophecy from 
which this phrase is taken is concerning 
the work of Satan as it will have been 
completed in the days of his final judg- 
ment. Doubtless there is a larger fulfil- 
ment yet future; however, we know that 
Satan is now doing all in his power to 
keep the unsaved from being delivered 
from the power of “darkness and trans- 
lated into the kingdom of God’s dear 
Son (Col. 1:13.) Satan is the one who 
energizes the children of disobedience 
(Eph. 2:2), blinds the minds of the un- 


| saved lest the light of the Gospel shall 


reach them (2 Cor. 4:3, 4), and holds 
the unconscious world in his arms (1 
Jonn §: 10; R.- V.). 

It is also revealed that Satan in his 
warfare will counterfeit the things of 
God, which undertaking will likewise be 
in accord with his purpose to be “like the 
most High.” He will promote extensive 
religious systems (1 Tim. 4: 1-3; 2 Cor. 
11: 13-15). In this connection, it should 
be observed that Satan can promote 
forms of religion which are based on se- 
lected Bible texts, which elevate Christ 
as the leader, and which incorporate 
every phase of the Christian faith ex- 
cepting one — the doctrine of salvation by 
grace alone, on the ground of the shed- 
blood of Christ. Such satanic delusions 
are now in the world and multitudes are 
being deceived by them. Such false sys- 
tems are always to be tested by. the at- 
titude they take toward the saving grace 
of God through the efficacious blood of 
Christ (Rev. 12:11). 


II. THe Destiny or SATAN 


As the Word of God is explicit regard- 
ing the origin of Satan, so it is explicit 
regarding his career and destiny. Five 
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progressive judgments of Satan are to be 
distinguished : _ 

1. Satan’s Moral Fall. Though the 
time in the dateless past is not disclosed, 
Satan’s moral fall, with its necessary 
separation from God, is clearly indicated 
(Ezek. 28:15; 1 Tim. 3:6). It is evi- 
dent, however, that he did not lose his 
heavenly position, the larger portion of 
his power, or his access to God. 


2. Satan’s Judgment through the Cross. 
Through the cross a perfect judgment 
has been secured (John 12:31; 16:11; 
Col. 2: 14, 15), but the execution of that 
sentence is yet future, This sentence 
with its execution was predicted in the 
Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:15). 

3. Satan will be cast out of Heaven. 
In the midst of the coming tribulation 
and as a result of a war in Heaven, 
Satan will be cast out of Heaven and be 
limited to the earth. He will then act 
in great wrath knowing that he has but a 
short time to continue (Rev. 12: 7-12. 
Note, also, Isa. 14:12; Luke 10: 18). 

4. Satan will be confined to the Abyss. 
For the thousand-year reign of Christ 
upon the earth, Satan will be sealed in 
the abyss, after which he must be loosed 
for a “little season” (Rev. 20: 1-3, 7). 


5. Satan’s Final Doom. Having pro- 
moted an open rebellion against God dur- 
ing the “little season,” Satan is then cast 
into the lake of fire to be tormented day 
and night for ever and ever (Rev. 20: 
10). 

Dattas, TEx. 





Reading Suggestions 
for Next Week’s Lesson 


The Angels of God. By A. C. Gaebelein. 
What are angels? Are they human beings 
who have died, or another order of beings 
entirely? Do they have bodies? Where do 
they live? How many archangels are there? 
What is the occupation of angels? Why are 
angels more in evidence in the opening and 
closing -parts of the New Testament than 
elsewhere? Why is it “a shame” for a wo- 
man to have short hair “because of .the 
angels’? Dr. Gaebelein’s book discuSses 
these and many other questions, and throws 
a flood of Seriptural light on them, giving 
the teaching of the entire Bible on angels, 
from before the creation of man to the new 
heavens and earth in revelation. (May be 
had from The Sunday School Times Co., 
Philadelphia, $1.) 


For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


OW many of you had some member 

of your family, father, uncle, brother, 
cousin, or friend who fought in the late 
war? Then you remember how they 
trained in army camps and learned to 
fight with guns, how to put on gas masks, 
and such things. In those days, the Apos- 
tle Paul ‘was acgustomed to seeing the 
Roman soldiers train for service. (See 
encyclopedia and get full description of 
armor, so you can sketch a soldier in 
armor and name each part.) As Paul 
watched the Romans so perfectly trained 
to fight for their country, he must have 
thought: “Oh, if Christians would only 
prepare themselves and go out as soldiers 
to fight Satan!” The Spirit of God told 
Paul to write and tell them how to be 
good soldiers for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
(Read and get class to memorize Ephe- 
sians 6: 10-20.) 

Let us learn how to wear this armor, 
for we know Satan is fighting against us 
all of the time. 

“Be strong in the Lord.” It takes 
good food, lots of sleep, and plenty of 
exercise to make our bodies strong. To 
be strong in the Lord we must read God's 
Word (food), talk to him (prayer), and 
serve him (exercise), 

Then Paul tells us to “put on the whole 
armour of God.” If a soldier leaves a 
part of his body uncovered the enemy will 
strike that very place. (Illustrate with 
David and Goliath.) 

If you forget to pray, Satan knows you 
are weak and will whisper to you. Be- 
fore you know it, you have yielded to him 
instead of to the Holy Spirit. 

1. The girdle of “truth.” This was 
the most important, for it held the other 
arts together. “Thy word is truth.” 

e sincere, be honest, be true. 
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2. “The breastplate of righteousness.” 
A steel coat worn over chest, heart, and 
shoulders. Jesus puts on us a coat of 
righteousness when we accept him. 

3. “Feet shod.” Soldiers must walk a 
lot, so their feet must be well shod. We 
must wear shoes of the “gospel of peace.” 
When Jesus was born the angels sang, 
“Peace on earth.” Jesus died on the 
cross and made peace with God for us. 
When he comes to this earth again, we 
will have perfect peace. 

4. “The shield of faith.” The shield 
kept off the darts of the enemy. Faith 
in God will drive Satan away. We must 
know that God is watching over us and 
protecting us. 

5s. “Helmet of salvation.” Our sol- 
diers wore steel helmets when they went 
“over the top” to face the Germans, The 





salvation helmet prepares us to live for- 
ever and no enemy can destroy our souls. 

6. “The sword of the spirit.” This is 
the only weapon Satan is afraid of. We 
must have the Word of God in the’Bible 
for our sword (Heb. 4:12). Jesus taught 
us how to use this sword, in last week’s 
lesson, on the temptation (Matt. 4: 1-11). 

7. “Praying always.” Every soldier 
must obey the orders of his commander. 
Jesus himself is our Captain, and we 
learn his orders through prayer, 

We must wear this armor until Jesus 
Christ comes back to this earth, when 
Satan shall be cast into the lake of fire 
(Rev. 20: 1-10). 


Memory Verse 
Ephesians 6: 11. 
Fort Worth, Tex. 
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Marion Lawrance Answers 


In 1902 Mr. Lawrance, the greatly beloved 
Sunday-school leader whose death occurred 
in 1924, commenced the department for The 
Sunday School Times which the Editors en- 
titled “‘ Ask Marion Lawrance!' The large 
amount of unpublished material that he had 
furnished makes possible the continuing of this 
department, for the present, as a welcome 
part of the equipment of the new generation 
in the Sunday-school field. 


- Should every Sunday-school have a consti- 
tution to direct them in their work? 

ES, but it is not necessary to have it 

written. It will answer the same pur- 
pose if there is a systematic, methodical 
way recognized and understood for carry- 
ing on all of the activities of the school. 
If a constitution is used at all, it should 
be very elastic and permit of a liberal in- 
terpretation that will not tie the hands 
of the workers too much, 





Do you think it advisable to place before 
the Sunday-school the amount of the offer- 
ing given by the school that day? Do you 
think the announcement of the offering made 
each Sunday, cultivates the grace of giving? 

NE of the fundamental principles of 

maintaining interest in the giving of 
money for any sort of good work is that 
the giver shall know how it is used, and 
how much is used for any given cause. 
The scholars who give their small 
amounts in the Sunday-school have as 
much right to know how much money 
has been given, and where it goes, as any 
person has a right to know what his bank 
balance is on any given day. Interest 
will not be maintained continuously with- 
out this information. 

It is not necessary to take up a great 
deal of time in the Sunday-school for 
the making of reports, but the visible 
report, which is now so largely used, 
will tell the story. There are devices 
where movable letters and figures are 
used, and these devices are very attractive 
and helpful. If a school does not wish 
to incur the expense of one of these re- 
port boards, the figures may be placed 
upon the blackboard, and will answer the 
same purpose, though not as beautiful, 
nor permanent, 





What should be the average offering of a 
Sunday-school, and if it is below what it 
should be, how can it be stimulated? 


HERE is no rule of which I know 

in this matter. I know of a little 
Sunday-school, held only in the summer 
at a summer resort, where_many of the 
children come from well-to-do families 
who can afford to visit this resort. The 
offering in that school is very much 


larger than in the average school of that. 


size at home, because of the ability of 
the scholars to give. 

This same thing works differently in 
different localities. In some parts of the 
same city, the scholars are better able to 
give than in other parts. The thing to 
emphasize is not the amount of the in- 
dividual gift, but the fact of an individ- 
ual gift. The place to stress is just 





there. It is altogether wrong to say, for 
example, that everybody in our schoo! 
should give not less than five cents each 
Sunday. There may be half a dozen chil- 
dren from one family. Possibly they may 
have to pay car fare to get to the church. 
It is altogether possible that these half 
dozen children would cost their parents 
fifty cents, or perhaps a dollar, for a 
given Sunday-school session, when that 
is more than they can afford. 

just what anybody gives to Christian 
work is nobody’s else business. It is 
our business, however, to cultivate the 
habit of regular, systematic giving, and 
this almost invariably leads to generous 
giving. It is well to refer to the total 
amount given. If a school of one hun- 
dred gives one dollar in its total offer- 
ing, it is well to call the attention of the 
school to the fact, and refer to it as 
a one-cent school, and try to raise it to 
a twe-cent school. That is a tremend- 
ously big jump, for it is a gain of one 
hundred percent. In most localities and 
under normal conditions, every school 
ought to be able to become a five-cent 
school, and most of them can become ten- 
cent schools, if they will, while many can 
go beyond that and frequently do. 

The way to stimulate the gifts is to 
stimulate regular, systematic giving, and 
pay no attention to the amount of any 
individual gift, at least so far as report- 
ing it is concerned, 


ye 
Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by Charles A. Oliver 


‘Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 





I have a class of ten girls in the*Sunday- 
school taking one of the elementary courses 
and weuld like to know just how to enroll 
the class. We have covered ten lessons on 
Old Testament, and suppose. this is a stage 
at which we take an examination. If so, let 
me know how to take the official examina- 
tions. 


F YOU will write to your State Sun- 

day School Association or to the 
headquarters of the Sunday School Board 
of yeur denomination, an enrolment blank 
will be sent you with full explanation 
as to how it should be filled out. It will 
be all right to send the enrolment to 
both these agencies. 

Your class has covered enough ground 
for a first examination. Write to the 
State or Denominational Association, giv- 
ing the number of students desiring the 
examination, name the text-book and sec- 
tion on which the test is to be taken. You 
will receive either examination sheets 
with printed questions and room for an- 
swers to be written under the questions 
or a list of questions that you may read 
to the students-or write on a blackboard. 
The students will meet for examination, 
the answers will be written in your pres- 
ence, and the papers gathered and sent to 
the headquarters from which the ques- 
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tions came. In due time you will receive 
report of credits earned by the students. 
If any should fail to pass, a re-examina- 
tion may be given. 





In The Sunday School Times, issue of 
May 16, 1925, your answer relative to “courses 
of study that are recognized by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and 
the Denominational Sunday School Boards,” 
you mention “definite approval on elemen- 
tary courses including the First Standard 
text-book. - The International is now 
preparing a certificate to be awarded those 
who may take these preparatory courses of 
study.” ; 

I am interested and concerned in the work 
of teacher-training. Please tell me how to 
get in touch with Methodist or any leaders 
of this International Council. My object is 
to organize a teacher-training class that can 
qualify and be awarded certificates for the 
“courses” prescribed by them. 


- YOU will write to your State Sab- 
bath School Association, information 
will be sent to you regarding the teacher- 


_ training courses. 





/of the Sunday-school. 


For information regarding the teacher- 
training plans of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, correspond with the Metho- 
dist Board of Sunday Schools, 58 Wash- 
ington Street, Chicago. : 

If the class you have in prospect will 
be a union class, you will have the super- 
vision of the State Association or-of the 


1 International Council of Religious Edu- 


cation, Mallers Building, Chicago. 





Will you please give me information re- 
garding a teacher-training course, lists of 
books, number of lessons, and whatever we 
need to know? Some of the questions dis- 
cussed in The Sunday School Times of March 
28, lead me to ask these questions. I am the 
teacher of eight boys, ages from sixteen to 
twenty. 
yous class may begin work with an 

elementary course with lessons on the 
Bible, psychology, pedagogy, and the 
Sunday-school, that may be covered in 
from one to two years. These text-books 
deal with content rather than method. 
A certificate will be awarded for the 
study of one of these texts, 

The more thorough treatment will be 
found in the Standard Training Course 
which takes up all the subjects that seem 
to be needed by the trained teacher. As 
now revised, the Standard Course is or- 
ganized on the basis of units of not less 
than ten fifty-minute recitations. A min- 
imum of twelve units will entitle the pupil 
to the Standard diploma. There are six 
units of General Required work on the 
Pupil, the Teacher, the Old Testament, 
the New ‘Testament, the Message and 
Program of the Christian Religion, and 
the Teaching Work of the Church. Three 
units must also be taken in Specialization 
Courses in one of the seven departments 
Three electives 


must also be selected. 


| 
} 
| 





If you will write to the Board of Sun- 
day Schools of your denomination or to 
your State Sunday School Association, 
printed matter wil be sent, giving full 
information as to the plans. 


Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. A.W. Karnell 


Former Chairman of the Home Department 
Committee of the International Sunday School 
Association 

What are some of the advantages of a 
Home Department? About twenty years ago, 
this church had a Home Department. I have 
come from a city church, where [I was a 
teacher. I do not feel that I care to continue 
as a teacher, but I am interested in a Home 
Department, and I expect to appear before 
the Sunday-school Association and ask the 
privilege of organizing a Home Department. 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL without a 
Home Department is not a complete 
Sunday-school. It leaves too many peo- 
ple uncared for. The Home Department 
has no limitation. It. includes both those 
who will not, as well as those who cannot 
come. Time and place are nothing to the 
Home Department. Its aim is to furn- 
ish a simple plan for the systematic study 
of God’s Word on the part of the individ- 
ual and make membership in the Sunday- 
school possible for all. 

It is the strong hand of the Sunday- 
school in the home. It furnishes an op- 
portunity for co-operation with the home 



































linge: 
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Lesson for August 23 
Acts 16: 6-15 


in the work of the school. It is a re- 
cruiting station for the school. It needs 
but little machinery. It always more than 
pays for itself. It enlists more people 
in the service of the Lord. It affords an 
opportunity for personal work in the 
home. It furnishes the pastor with a 
quarterly survey of the entire field. New 
homes are discovered and the influence of 
the church and school extended. 

Appropriate books are “The Home De- 
partment,” by Mrs. A. W. Karnell (60 cents), 
and “The Home Department of Today,” by 
Mrs. F. V. Stebbins (60 cents). Both may 
be obtained from The Sunday School Times 
Company, Philadelphia. 

We are to have two weeks of classes in 
Religious Education and I have been ap- 
pointed chairman of a committee ‘to plan for 
a parents’ class. We are to have charge of 
the registration and to plan for the teaching 
material. Do you think we should have ex- 
aminations at the close? We expect mostly 
mothers to attend. Of course there will be 
some fathers, too. Can you suggest some 
books which will be good but not too tech- 
nical? 


wr a splendid idea to have the 
Home Department responsible for 
such a class. You surely should have no 
difficulty about attendance. I would make 
it very plain in the announcement that 
there would be no examinations. I re- 
call a lady who said with reference to 
just such a class, “I would like to at- 
tend, but I know I could not remember 
and I don’t want to make a fool of my- 
self.” Denmark has a system of winter 
high schools for adults, many of whom 
have had little education before, and there 
are no examinations, the government judg- 
ing that they get more out of the work 
if there is no worry about examinations. 

I would suggest that you examine the 
following books: 

“Child Nature and Child Nurture,” by 
St. John (Pilgrim Press, Boston, 85 
cents). , 

“Hints on Child Training,” by H. Clay 
Trumbull (The Sunday School Times 
Co., Philadelphia, $1.50). 

“The Home and Family,” by S. S. Lap- 

in-and W. D. Van Voorhis (Standard 
Publishing Co., Cincinnati, 25 cents). 

“The Child for Christ,” by A. H. Mc- 
Kinney (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, 75 cents). 

“The Home God Meant,” by G. N. 
Luccock (Presbyterian Board, Philadel- 
phia, $1.25). 

“Father and Son,” by Philip E. How- 
ard (The Sunday School Times Co., $1). 


we 
Children’s Division Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 


I have difficulty in inducing some of the 
Juniors to prepare their lessons at home. I 
hhave tried various incentives to induce home 
study, but without much avail. So far have 
been unable to secure co-operation of the 
parents. Have other teachers had this same 
difficulty, and what have they done to over- 
come it? 


ANY teachers have this same diffi- 

culty. It is often hard to secure co- 
operation of the parents in directing the 
home study of the Bible. But is not 
this due to the fact that the parents as 
a rule are not familiar with the work of 
the department, and do not understand the 
necessity for home work? 

In one Sunday-school the superintend- 
ent had the following letter mimeo- 
graphed; this was made personal by in- 
serting the name of the parent and the 
pronoun and the name of the child. One 
was sent through the mail to each 
mother : 
Dear Mrs. 

The superintendent and teachers of the 
Junior Department of the Grace Lutheran 


Sunday-school ask your co-operation and help 
in our work. 

In this department we require seventy-five 
percent of the book and memory work com- 
pleted for promotion from class to class, and 
from the Junior to the Intermediate Depart- 
ment. . 

The Junior period is the time when it is 
the easiest to memorize, and we want to help 
you store your child’s mind with God’s Word, 
which may now and in the future prove a 
lamp to (John’s) feet and a light to (his) 
path, 

So many of the Juniors come to us with 
Jessons entirely unprepared that we must 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


use nearly all our precious time to tell the 
lesson story, leaving us no opportunity te 
apply it to their daily lives. 

You will notice in the work book a little 
paragraph and some Bible verses to be read 
each day. If you will see that (John) does 
this work daily, it will be such a help to us, 
and at the same time acquire for (John) the 
very valuable habit of daily Bible reading. 

Yours for the children, 
$00sdeeeessecoessseueteresed > 
Superintendent. 

I am not quite satisfied with my opening 
exercise. The children do not seem to get 
into a reverent spirit. 


N THE first place, why not drop the 
word “exercise” and call it an “open- 
ing service’? Then bend all your ener- 
gies to making it a real service of wor- 
ship. I will tell you what a _ super- 
intendent in a California Sunday-school 
does. She will stand before the class 
and wait for quiet, saying that she wants 
‘it so quiet that they can feel God. When 
all is quiet they recite: 
The Lord is in his holy temple, 
Let all the earth keep silence before him. 


I was glad when they said unto me: 
Let us go into the house of the Lord. 


This is followed by a prayer song: 
This is God’s house, 
And he is here to-day, 
He hears our songs of praise, 
And listens while we pray. 


Then follows a voluntary prayer by 
the superintendent, couched in very sim- 
ple. language, closing with the Lord’s 
Prayer. : ; a 

A few questions are given, such as: 

Ques.—How shall we into God’s 
house? : 

Ans.—Enter into his gates with thanksgiv- 
ing, and into his courts with praise. 

Ques.—Why do we love God? 

Ans.—Because he first loved us. 

Ques.—Have we a thank-you verse? 

Ans.—Oh, give thanks unto the Lord; Every 
good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the Father. 

Ques.—What was God’s best gift to us? 

Ans.—For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 

Ques.—How shall we give? 

Ans.—Freely ye have received, freely give. 


The offering is now taken, after which 
the offering prayer is sung: 
Since my heavenly Father 
Gives me everything, 
Lovingly and gladly 
Now my gift I bring. 


This opening service has made the chil- 
dren feel they are in God’s house, has 
created an atmosphere of reverence, has 
taken care of the offering, thus leaving 
the children free, and they are ready for 
the next step in the program. 


come 


Is it a good plan in the. Primary Depart- 
ment to take special notice of new pupils? 
I have wondered if this did not tend to em- 
barrass the newcomer. 


r THE welcome is given in a quiet way 
as a part of the regular order of serv- 
ice, it need not embarrass the new pupil, 
unless unusually sensitive. In one school 
I know of the newcomer is taken to the 
secretary’s desk and enrolled, then a 
badge of yellow ribbon with the word 
“Welcome” on it is fastened to the child’s 
clothing. The secretary takes him over 
and introduces him to the superintendent. 
The superintendent in turn introduces 
him to the children. Then the children 
rise and waving their hands, repeat: 

We are very glad to see you, 

And hope you'll come again; 

For here we learn of Jesus, 

The children’s friend. s 


This is followed by a song: 


A welcome warm, a welcome true, 
To this dear Sunday-school of ours, 

And may a blessing come to you 
Like sunshine to the flowers; 

For Jesus will himself draw near 

And bless us as we linger here. 

We welcome you with joy sincere 

To this dear school of ours. 


Mr. Trumbull’s book, “What Is the 
Gospel?” gives the essentials of salvation 
simply and clearly (The Sunday School 
Times Company, Philadelphia, 75 cts.). 











Children at Home 











About the Dog That Would 
Not Obey 


By Frances Margaret Fox 


Ox; there was a little girl in old 
Mackinaw whose name was Mary. 


This is a true story, and “Mary” really | 
This little 


was that little girl’s name. 
Mary had a pet dog; he was a big, 
shaggy dog calied Shep. In one way 
Shep was like long-ago Mary’s little 
lamb, because everywhere that Mary 
went that dog was sure to go. He fol- 
lowed her to school more than one day, 
but when the teacher put him out old 
Shep used to howl. He never was a bit 
patient, like the lamB. At such times 
little Mary was ashamed of her dog. 
The only way to make Shep stay at 
home was to shut him in the wood-shed. 

The reason why old Shep would not 
mind was because he had not been taught 
to obey when he was a puppy. Little 
Mary was the only oné who loved the 
dog. Even a dog should do right and 
have good manners, or he will have few 
friends. 

No matter who said “Go home” to 
Shep, he wouldn’t go home unless he 
wished to do so; he would stand and 
wag his tail, and do as he pleased. 

When little Mary went visiting one 
time at the McGulpin Point Lighthouse, 
she forgot to shut her dog in the wood- 
shed. The McGulpin Point Lighthouse 
was two miles from Old Mackinaw, and 
little Mary was glad, one Friday night, 
when her mother said after school was 
out at four o’clock: 

“Yes, you may go home with the light- 
house children, and stay untii Monday 
morning.” 

Talking and laughing and swinging 
their dinner-pails, the lighthouse chil- 
dren started down the long forest trail 
with little Mary, as happy as the squirrels 
in the tall pines. Before they had gone 
far Shep came trotting along, acting as if 
oe been invited, too. Little Mary 
said: 

“Go home, Shep. Mrs. Davenport 
didn’t say anything about you in the note 
she wrote to mother. She said, ‘Please 
let Mary come to the lighthouse after 
school and stay until Monday morning.’ 
Now you go home. Go home, sir!” 

Shep wouldn’t go home. Where Mary 
went he intended to go too. And he did. 
The lighthouse children said “Go home, 
go home, sir!” But he wouldn’t. Where 


Mary went her dog went too. The boys) 


said “Go home, sir!” the girls said “Go 
home, sir!” but Shep went with little 
Mary every step of the long and lovely 
trail to the lighthouse. 

The next thing Mary wished to do 
after she reached the end of the trail was 
to climb to the top of the lighthouse 
tower and stand beside the great lamp. 
The tower stairs wound round and round 
and were made of iron. They were not 
like any stairs little Mary ever had seen 
before, because the steps were like iron 
lace-work: every step was full of holes. 
As she went up she could look down, 
down through the steps to the bottom of 
the tower in the cellar. 

When three little girls, Mary, Rachael, 
and Louise, started up the tower steps, 
Shep went too. Mary told him to go 
back, Louise told him to go back, and 
Rachael told him to go back: “Go down, 
sir!” but he wouldn’t. 

It is easy enough to climb up the open 
iron steps of a lighthouse tower, but it 
is not pleasant to come down. Up went 
Shep with little Mary, up and up the 
winding stair. At last he stood with the 
three little girls out on the tiny platform 
at the top of the tower. 

The lighhouse children told little Mary 
all about the great light and the lenses, 
and they gazed far over the treetops to 
watch the passing ships on. the wide blue 
Straits of Mackinac. 

Little Mary was glad to see the lamp 
and the lenses, but poor old Shep began 
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to tremble. For once in his life old 
Shep was so badly scared he began to 
cry: “Ow-wow-ow-ow-ow-aow !” 

At first the children laughed at him, 
because it seemed so funny to hear Shep 
cry because he felt afraid at the top of 
the tower while the gulls sailed overhead. 
They said, to tease him: 

“Why didn’t you mind when we told 
you not to come up?” 

After a few minutes, though, they be- 





gan to feel sorry for Shep. As Mary 
told the lighthouse children, it wasn’t 
Shep’s fault if he wasn’t taught to mind 
when he was a puppy. She then started 
down the tower.steps, and the lighthouse 
children went with her. 

“Come, Shep,” Mary called; 
poor old doggie!” 

But Shep would not come. He looked 
down, down, down through the open 
iron stairs to the cellar bottom of the 
tower far below, and he did not dare to 
take one step. Instead he lifted up his 
head and wailed: 

“Ow, wow-wow-0w-0w-000-000 !” 

And that isn’t the worst. When 
Mary and Rachael and Louise tried to 
pull the dog to get him started down the 
steps, he growled and growled, and 
showed his teeth. 

Little Mary began to cry, then Rachael 
cried, and so did Louise; but the dog 
cried louder. At last Louise said: 

“We will go and tell our sister Lizzie, 
and she will know what to do.” 

Little Mary was halfway down the 
stairs when she turned straight around 
and went back to sit on the top step and 
comfort the dog. 

Sure enough, Sister Lizzie knew what 
to do. When she came, she threw her 
apron over Shep’s head and covered his 
eyes so he could not see. Then down 
went the dog, round and round the wind- 
ing stair, following closely behind little 
Mary’s heels. 

After that the big dog sat on the light- 

house doorstep a long time —to think. 


| Mackinaw City, MicuH. 
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they do something to us that is unfair and 
unjust. Yet we find that the Lord Jesus 
Christ never showed anger or hatred, or 
even righteous indignation, for any per- 
sonal wrong that was done him. All the 
ignominy and abuse that was heaped upon 
him, from the time he was taken by the 
high priest’s soldiers-until he gave up the 
spirit on the cross, drew no word of pro- 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





August 30. What Is the Gospel? Why | test or reproach from him, Surely we, 
Preach It? 1 Cor. 15 : 1-11; 9 : 16-23.) his servants, ate no greater than -our 
(Missionary meeting.) Master 

September 6. Learning How to Pray. Matt. 7 


We of ourselves cannot love those who 
hate us.. We cannot be sweet to those 
who are angry with us, and yet, if the 
Lord Jesus Christ is having his rightful 
place of control in our lives, he can and 
will do for us what we cannot do for our- 
selves. 

Sunday, August 23 ve 


* Do I ever show envy, or anger, or hatred? 
Perils of Envy, Anger, and Hatred y ge atre 


Am I willing to let the Lord Jesus Christ 
(Matt. 5:21, 22; 1 John 3: 11-15) take these sins out of my heart? 


Am I willing to let him enable me to really 
love my enemies? 


PHILADELPHIA. : 


| With the New Books 


— 


As the Twig is Bent. By Arthur Henry 
Limouze. (Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia, 50 cents.) A series of Habit Talks, 
in the main helpful, that can be given 
in connection with Daily Vacation Bible 
Schools. A Scripture text at the head 
of each talk shows the Biblical position 
regarding each of the twenty-three habits 
taken up, but other than that, the dis- 
cussions are for the most part on a purely 
moral plane. 


Bible Snapshots. By Amos R. Wells. 
(F. H. Revell Co., New York, $1.50.) 
This beloved author in his latest collection 
of short sketches has “snapped” ninety 
familiar Bible scenes and events and dis- 
closes in a series of vivid word photo- 
graphs many a helpful detail or practical 
application that might otherwise have 
passed unheeded; what suggestion for 
the discouraged, for instance, in “Moses 
Finds His Wilderness Aflame!” “A Cave 
Man,” “King for a Week,” “A Real 
Estate Transaction,” “The Left-handed 
Champion,” “The Disciples Go Candi- 
dating,” give other glimpses of the wealth 
of interesting material contained therein. 


Scripture Promises, or The Chris- 
tian’s Inheritance. By Samuel Clark, 
D.D. (George H. Doran Co., New York, 75 
cents, net.) “The promises of God,” says 
Isaac Watts in the Introduction to this val- 
uable little old book now fortunately put 
into print again, “are the most powerful 
motives of duty ... the constant food of 
a living Christian, ... as well as his high- 
est cordials in a fainting hour... Here 
are laid up the true riches of a Chris- 
tian, and his highest hopes on this side of 
heaven.” This book contains “106 dif- 
ferent groups of promises, probably over 
a thousand individual promises — every 
one of them for the believer — but for the 
believer only. What a blessing and what 
a warning ! 


Essentials of Prayer. By Edward M. 
Bounds,D.D. (F.H. Revell Co., New York, 
$1.25.) These essentials, in a word, are 
humility, devotion, praise, trouble, holiness, 
pi ya seo saeerines. compassion, unity, 
i : and universality. o each of these a 
~~ the — or GF te i 1 chapter is given, and the relation of each 
thi e som ra i 1 oD pid t oo “ to prayer, and of prayer to each, is shown; 

lings on Satan, and it is true that he! not doctrinally, although there is plentiful 
tempts us, and puts evil thoughts into our} anneal to Scripture, but experimentally 
hearts, but the heart of man is in itself] The author writes as one who has first 
“a can alto — oe learned the lesson himself; he has himself 

ere 1s only one way that envy, anger, | submitted to the vital principles which he 
and hatred can be uprooted in our hearts,| giscusses, and he does not guess, but knows 
and that is for God to give us a new heart. The first chapter gives, as introductory 
Is it any wonder, then, that the Psalmist | ¢9 every consideration, this message: 
cried out, “Create in me_a clean heart, O| “Prayer has to do with the entire man 
God”? (Psa. 51:10.) The blessed truth| 1} takes the whole man to pray pear 
is that God will create in every believer prayer affects the entire man in its gra- 
just such a clean heart as the Psalmist | cious results.” The last message of the 
cried for if he will only let him have his book, that on “Prayer and iflsstoas *isa 
way. we fitting culmination and a most timely 


6:5-15. (Consecration meeting.) 
September 13. The Harvest of Our Lives; 
What Shall It Be? Gal. 6:7-10; Prov. 
11: 17-20; 2 Cor. §: 10, 
September 20. Getting Strength from God. 
2 Cor. 12: 6-10; Phil. 4: 11-13. 


—_— 





Mon.—Envy leads to doubt (Psa. 73:1- 
28) 


Tues.—Envy and murder (Gen. 4 : 4-8). 

Wed.—Down anger (Jas. 1 : 19, 20). 

Thurs.—Stupid anger (Esther 3: 1-6). 

Fri.—Secret hate (Prov. 26 : 24-28). 

Sat.—The test of hatred (1 John 4: 20, 
21). 




















What harm do envy and anger do to us? 

How can we uproot envy and anger in our 
hearts? 

What shall we do when others hate us? 


tte. OLD Burmese legend relates that 
a potter became envious of the pros- 
perity of a washerman. He induced the 
king to order the washerman to wash a 
black elephant white, so that the king 
might become lord of the white elephant. 
The washerman replied that he had no 
vessel large enough, whereupon the king 
ordered the potter to make the vessel. 
But the first step of the elephant crushed 
every vessel made, and the potter was 
ruined by the scheme which he had hoped 
would be the ruination of the washerman. 

Envy, anger, and hatred always wreck 
those who entertain them, and, allowed 
to go unchecked in the heart of man, they 
result in disaster in this life, and death in 
the life to come. 


The teaching of God’s Word against 
these three evils is plain and unmistakable. 
Envy is nothing less than covetousness, 
and was strictly forbidden in the Ten 
Commandments. Covetousness, we are 
told in Colossians 3: 5, is idolatry, and we 
know that no idolator can have a part in 
the kingdom of heaven. 

Hatred, John tells us in 1 John 3:15, 
is murder, and “no murderer hath eternal 
life abiding in him.” 

Anger may be but a passing outburst of 
ill-will, but it is an indication of what is 
in the-heart, and it is but a stepping-stone 
to hatred. God again and again warns us 
about allowing it to remain in our hearts 
(Psa. 37:8; Prov. 14:29; Eph. 4: 26, 313 

~ Col. 3:8; Jas. 1: 19). 
ye 


Mark tells us the source of these three 
evils, — envy, anger, and hatred: 

“For from within, out of the heart of 
men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, for- 
nications, murders, thefts, covetousness, 
wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil 
eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: all 
these evil things come from within, and 


: : iu discussion; it puts first things first in a 
It is a great temptation to Christians to 


return hate for hate, anger for anger, and 
sometimes we like to excuse ourselves on 
the ground that we are justified in having 
righteous indignation against people when 


very unusual way. Judged in a severely 
doctrinal way, the book contains, here and 
there, sentences that one would like to 
see changed somewhat, but as a prac- 
tical guide to an enlarged experience in 
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prayer it points the way to rich treasures 
4 truth and of possibility in the Christian 
ife, 


The Law of Apostasy in Islam. By 
Samuel M. Zwemer, D.D., F.R.G.S. 
(Marshall Brothers, New York, $2.50.) 
Is Islam “a religion of tolerance,” and 
does its “law of apostasy” demand the 
death of the apostate, and is this law 
the chief cause of the meager results 
from centuries of missionary work among 
Moslems? Perhaps no man is better able 
to answer these questions than is Dr. 
Zwemer; for he has had many years of 
first-hand experience in Moslem missions, 
and has an adequate knowledge of what 
has been said and written on both sides 
of the question. His book reviews present 
conditions of Moslem missions through- 
out the world; he explains “the law of 
apestasy,” showing it: to be inherent in 
the Koran and Mohammedan “traditions,” 
and he gives full evidence of just how 
the law has worked and is working. A 
long chapter is devoted to a review of the 
centuries of intolerance and persecution, 
and another reveals the existence of mul- 
titudes of “hidden disciples,’ and shows 
why they do not come to an open confes- 
sion of Christ. The author believes that 
the work is in the dawn of a new era, and 
he gives the reasons for so believing. 


The Kingdom of God. By R. H. Boll. 
(The Word and Work, Louisville, Ky., 
50 cents.) “That the kingdom is here and 
that we are in it is true, for God has so 
told us. That the kingdom is to come in 
world-wide manifestation and glory and 
authority is equally certain, for the Old 
and New Testament combine to declare 
it.” “Let us open our hearts to admit all 
the kingdom teaching of the Bible.” 
These quotations sufficiently define the 
writer’s view-point, and present his chal- 
lenge to the reader. He claims. to have 
“attempted to reach a juster and more 
comprehensive conception of the great 
theme of the kingdom as set forth in 
the whole Word of God.” Certainly the 
appeal is to the plain Biblical statements, 
and whatever may be said as to the 
writer’s emphasis, there is evident no dis- 
position to reach a foregone conclusion or 
support a theory. Neither is there an 
effort to deal with and controvert any 
one else’s theory. The small book is a 
worth-while contribution to this important 
topic. The writer’s little book on “The 
Second Coming” (The Word and Work, 
Louisville, Ky., 25 cents}, discusses in an 
enlarged way one part of the subject of 
the larger book, and may be related to it; 
in seeking a just conclusion as to the 
writer’s teaching. Mr. Boll is a very 
clear writer, convincing and easily fol- 
lowed. 


Both Sides of Evolution: A Debate. 
By Charles Spurgeon Knight, D.D. 
(Arthur H. Field Publishing House, San 
Jose, Cal., $1.) There can be no doubt 
that “evolution in its relation to Chris- 
tian thought is the burning question of 
the hour.” At least, it is one of the burn- 
ing questions. For this reason people 
should be acquainted with the arguments 
both for and against the theory. “This 
book is the only one of its kind of which 
we have knowledge. It aims to give both 
sides, and do so in all fairness, and with 
as much fulness as possible, The dis- 
cussion is assumed to be a public one, in 
which the debaters are Professor Allen, of 
a state university, noted as a teacher of 
science, and the Rev. Dr. Barkley, the 
celebrated pastor of a large and influ- 
ential church of the city. The question 
for debate is stated thus: “Resolved, That 
we have sufficient evidence to warrant 
our substituting the theory of man’s or- 
ganic evolution for the Biblical account of 
his creation.” Allen affirms and Barkley 
denies. The assumed audience gathered 
to witness the intellectual wrestling match 
is represented as being in a tense mental 
frame, with sympathizers for both sides. 

We recommend the book for several 
reasons: 1. We believe that people should 
read both sides of this crucial question; 
otherwise they will not be competent to 
form an unbiased judgment. 2. The argu- 
mentation is carried on in the proper spirit, 
with no abuse and no appeal to passion 
or prejudice. 3. The author is evidently 
well posted on all phases of the question, 
and therefore gives us an informing work. 
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4. Here every reader can see just what 
are the arguments pro and con regarding 
evolution, and that surely must prove help- 
ful in coming to a decision. 5. All in all, 
after reading the book through, we are 
convinced that the anti-evolutionist has 
the best of the argument. x 
We admit that an author who can pre- 
sent both sides of the question so ably, 
without betraying his own position, is 
something of a psychological puzzle, 


, 
Will You Help with 
Arousiag’s Training ? 


S FAR back as 1920 a story was told 

in The Sunday School Times which 
greatly stirred the hearts of many readers 
of the paper. Arousiag Stepanian, a 
little ten-year-old Armenian girl, had es- 
caped the Turkish deportations,: had lost 
both parents and her brothers and sis- 
ters, and had been taken into captivity by 
an Arab family. The story was told in 
The Sunday School Times of January 17, 
1920, — “Arousiag’s Escape from Desert 
and Death.” It was Major Stephen Trow- 
bridge, Sunday-school Secretary for 
Egypt of the World’s Sunday School 
Association, then in Red Cross work; 
who knew the child, and who sent her 
story with its heart-searching appeal to 
be put before the readers of this paper. 
After escaping from her Arab captors, 
and again from the massacre at Marash, 
Arousiag. was sent to the American 
School for Girls at Constantinople, where 
she has since been studying. Readers of 
The Sunday School Times gladly pro- 
vided Arousiag’s expenses at the school. 
And now the school is closed by the gov- 
ernment, and the question of Arousiag’s 
future education is one that must be set- 
tled at this time. It seems best for her 
to come to America to complete her 
training, in order that she may carry- out 
her intention to go back to her own land 
as a missionary to her wn people. It 
will cost about $250 to bring her to 
America, and she will come in company 
with a matron from the school. Doubt- 
less there are many who would like to 
have a share in providing for Arousiag’s 
expenses to America, and after she ar- 
rives there will be no difficulty about 
making appropriate arrangements for en- 
trance into a training school. Indeed, 
through the kindness of a friend, the 
necessary papers for Arousiag’s entrance 
to this country have been received in Con- 
stantinople, and the: requirements: for en- 
trance into a school here have been met. 
Those who have. already been interested 
in providing for Arousiag’s education, 
and others besides, who would like to 
have a share in the further training of 
“our little Armenian sister” may send 
their contributions to The Sunday School 
Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 
marked, “For Arousiag.” 








The Victorious Life 




















Calendar of Conferences 


Linwood Park, Vermilion, Ohio, August 10 
to 16.—Victorious Life Conference. Speakers: 
Dr. H. Virginia Blakeslee, H. B. Dinwiddie, 
L. L. Legters, Max I. Reich, and others. 
Guests can be accommodated in the_ Hotel 
Linwood at the following rates, including 
room and board. Two or more persons oc- 
cupying one room, $20 and $25 per week, each 
person. One person occupying a room, $25 to 
$30 per week. Rates for meals at hotel: 2r- 
meal ticket, $14; 14-meal ticket, $11. Light 
lunches served in lunch room at moderate 
prices. Special rates and information con- 
cerning accommodations in the cottages will 
be given on application. A deposit of $5. in 
advance, to insure rooms in hotel or cot- 
tages being reserved, is required. Reserva- 
tions cannot be made unless application is 
accompanied by registration fee of $2. d 
dress Mrs. C. F. Groth, Linwood Park, Ver- 
milion, Ohio. 

Keswick, N. J., August 22 to 30.—Victorious 
Life Conference. Speakers: J. Harvey Bor- 
ton, H. B. Dinwiddie, Philip E. Howard, L. L. 
Legters, and others. Meals and rooms, from 
Saturday supper until Monday breakfast 
(834 days), $16. The limited accommodations 
do not make single rooms possible. Reserva- 
tions cannot be made unless application is 
accompanied by registration fee of $3. - 
dress Victorious Life Testimony, 80 Stafford 
Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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HeresYourChance 
m\ To Earn 


$200 
a Week 


If you are making less 


than $200 a week, write to 
me at once. I will show 
you how you can control a 
business of your own—be 
your own boss—work when 
and where you please—and 
have a chance to earn $200 
in cash every week. 


Prentiss Made $945 in a Month 
I need a representative in 
every community to take 
care of my business—to call 
on my customers and take 
their orders for Comer 
Coats. If you only take 
four average orders a day 
you will make $100 a week. 
R. A. Prentiss of Massa- 
chusetts has made as high 
as $945 ina month. J. R. 
Head of Kansas made 
$69.50 in a day. A. B. Spen- 
cer of Pennsylvania cleaned 
up $625 in his spare time 
one month. 
No Experience Needed 


It is not necessary for you to be 
a salesman. I give you all the 
information you need---tell where 
to go, what to say, how to make 
money. E. A. Sweet of Michigan 
had never sold a thing in his life. 
Yet he makes from $600 to $1,200 
a month with this proposition. 

And you just take orders. We do 
the delivering and collecting. As 
soon as you take an order you get 
your profits in cash. 


Accept This Offer 


The important thing is to get started. I 
know that you can make more in a day 
than you sometimes make in a week. 

All I want you to do now is mail the 
coupon for the facts about this money- 
making proposition. In return I will tell 
you about this easy, pleasant way to make 
money—how, without capital, experience 
or training, you can have the opportunity 
to earn $200 a week, 

Act 


o 
Quickly 
Don’t delay a minute. 
Let me get you started 
in this money-making 
business at once—where 
you can be your own 
boss—work when and 
where you please—and 
have a chance to earn 
$200 a week. Let me 
: tell you about this propo- 
In addition to your sition that enabled R. A. 

































. cae re 8 Prentiss to earn $945 in 


Touring Car FREE, 2 Single month. Mail the 
Mail the coupon NOW, coupon NOW. 


COMER MFG. CO. 
Dept. W-631 Dayton, Ohio 


Comer Mfg. Co., 
Dept. W-631, Dayton, Ohio. 

Please give me full details of the proposition that 
enabled Prentiss to make $945 in amonth. This does 
not obligate me in any way. 
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it that there will be adversaries, but we 
can also depend upon it that “greater 
is he that is in you, than he that 
is in the world” (1 John 4:4). Obe- 
dience will keep the door open until 
entered ; disobedience may close it. 


Prayer Suacestions: Pray forthe 
China Inland Mission, the South China 
Boat Mission, Miss Jennie Hughes’ work 
in China, the Japan Evangelistic Band, 
the Ceylon and India General Mission, 
the Central American- Mission, the In- 
land South America Missionary Union. 


Wed.—Genesis 12:1-9. Abram’s Call. 


Seventy-five years behind his back (v. 
4); one hundred years before him (see 
25:7). Three-sevenths of his life, prep- 
aration; four-sevenths, service. Com- 
pare with Abraham,— Moses, David, 
Paul, and even. Christ. God is never in 
a hurry, neither is he late. Likewise he 
who keeps step with God neither leaps 
ahead nor lags behind. 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray. for the 
tvangelical Union of South America, the 
Bolivian Indian Mission, the Africa In- 
land Mission, the Sudan Interior, the 
South Africa General, the Heart of Af- 
rica Mission, the Bible Lands Mission, 
the Christian and Missionary Alliance. 


Thurs.—Jonah 3:1-4. Jonah’s Call. 


“The second time’! (v. 1.) Ah, what 
if God hadn’t given Jonah that second 
chance? A prophet’s ministry and a city’s 
fate were involved. Unlike Paul, Jonah 
was disobedient to the first-given 
“heavenly vision” (Acts 26:19). Have 
you also been? May not God be calling 
you “the second time’? Jonah arose, 
and went,” 

Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for all 
workers in the home field, and for every 
line of service; for the Bible Institute 
Colportage Association (Chicago); for 
the American Tract Society; for the 
evangelization of the “mountain whites” ; 
for Gospel efforts in jails and penitenti- 
aries and reform institutions. 


Fri—John 1: 43-51. Philip’s Call. 


“Can any good thing come out of Naz- 
areth?” What a terrible reputation for 
the village in which Jesus himself had 
lived nearly thirty years! The presence 
of even the sinless Son of God had evi- 
dently not changed it. Bethsaida, too, 
was a wicked place (Matt. 11:21), yet 
it was the city of Philip and Andrew and 
Simon. Some of the most unlikely places 
yield some of the choicest characters. 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray for all 
Christian colleges and universities; for 
all State Sunday School Associations; for 
adult Bible classes and young people’s 
societies; for all Christian Fundamentals 
Associations, local, state, and national; 
for all “fishermen’s clubs” and Bible train- 
ing schools. 


Sat.—Matthew 28 : 16-20. 
F The Great Commission. 

Paul’s call, Abram’s call, Jonah’s call, 
Philip’s call, and here at last my call. 
Paul’s to Macedonia, Abram’s to Canaan, 
Jonah’s to Nineveh, and yours and mine 
to “all nations’; teaching them, not an- 
archy, but obedience; and offering them 
Him who makes obedience not only pos- 
sible, but a delight. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Pocket Testament League (156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City), and for the 
supply of all its needs. Pray for the 
Friends Africa Mission (Kisumu, Kenya 
Colony, E. Africa); especially just now 
for the evangelization of the Tirtki Tribe. 


Sun.—Isaiah 6:1-9. Isaiah’s Call. 


Paul had been commissioned, Jonah 
and Isaiah re-commissioned; but whether 
commissioned or re-commissioned, trans- 
formation of character had preceded. 
The filthier the heart, the more acceptable 
to Satan; but they that “bear the vessels 
of the Lord,” whether to home or for- 
eign field, must “be clean” (Isa. 52:11). 
Heart-harbored sin disqualifies. 

Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for Dr. 
Charles Ernest Scott’s work at Tsinanfu, 
Shantung, North China; also for the wide 
circulation of his new book, “China from 
Within” (may be secured from The Sun- 
day School Times Co., $2). Pray for 
all missionaries, and for the output of 
sound missionary literature. 
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